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Superintendent to step down this summer 


Wide net cast to find Sapelli's successor; School Committee decides to handle search process on its own 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 


William Sapelli will retire as Aga- 
wams school superintendent this 
summer, after serving nearly six years 
in the position, he announced this 
week. 

It will be the end of a 40-year ca- 
reer in Agawam public schools that 
included stints as a junior high school 


teacher, elementary school principal 
and district-wide curriculum chief. 
Sapelli, a lifelong Agawam resident, 
was appointed to the top job in De- 
cember 2011 after serving several 
months as interim superintendent. 
The School Committee unani- 
mously, but reluctantly, accepted 
Sapellis resignation at a special 
meeting Feb. 7. The focus of the 
meeting was to decide how to con- 


duct a search for his successor. After 
committeee member Diane Juzbas 
proposal to conduct an internal-only 
search was defeated 4 to 3, the com- 
mittee approved a motion made by 
Anthony Bonavita to conduct an ex- 
ternal search. It was approved 4-3. 
The seven-member committee 
will also serve as the search commit- 
tee that will select the candidates 
and interview them. The committee 


voted 6-1 approve a motion made by 
Bonavita that only School Committee 
members would serve on the search 
committee. 

Interviews of superintendent can- 
didates will be held in open, public 
meetings, following a unanimous 
vote by the committee to approve a 
motion by Bonavita. In addition, the 


SAPELLI I page 6 





William Sapelli 





ROBINSON STATE PARK 


DEBORAH LAMOTTE 





i = | 2 
Kathie Breuninger, center, stands with several other concerned Agawam residents in front of the locked main gates to Robinson State Park. Behind Breuninger 


are, from left, Pamela Crowley, Sue Avondo, Michele Shepard, Bob and Trudy Westfort, Lucy Gionfriddo, Millie Pohner, and Pat Uschman. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO 
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Park patrons worry about safety with gates shut, supervisor post still empty 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 


that has Kathie Breuninger 

checking over her shoulder 
during her daily walks through 
Robinson State Park. 

“As peaceful as the park road 
can be with no traffic on it, it also 
can be downright spooky at times 


Į: isn't just rushing winter wind 


knowing that no supervisor will 
ever pass you by in a truck during 
your walk,’ she said. 

The park supervisor posi- 
tion remains vacant more than a 
month after the Jan. 2 retirement 
of longtime supervisor Joe Sarkis. 
Since he left, the main entrance 
gates have remained locked and 
the parking lot inside inaccessi- 
ble, forcing visitors who drive to 


leave their vehicles outside the 
park. 

According to Mark Steffen, 
press secretary for the state's De- 
partment of Conservation and 
Recreation, which is responsible 
for operating the 800-acre park, 
staffing options are still being 
reviewed. He said the public re- 
mains welcome to utilize the 
park. 


Breuninger said the two main 
roads that border the park in 
Feeding Hills — North and North 
Westfield streets — are among 
the towns busiest streets. 

“Parking on these streets can 
present a hazard for those park- 
ing there as well as for those driv- 
ing by, she added. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Appeals not 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


Two of the three officers fired 
for alleged “excessive use of force” 
have been reinstated and are ex- 
pected to return to the Agawam 
Police Department. 

Last Tuesday, Jan. 31, was sup- 
posed to be the next part of an ap- 
peal hearing in front of the state 
Civil Service Commission for the 
three, but instead the town of 
Agawam, through its attorney, 
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settled, but 


Russell Dupere, announced it 
had rescinded the firings of Sgt. 
Anthony Grasso and Officer Ed- 
ward Connor, though Grasso will 
be stripped of his sergeant’s rank. 
Officer John Moccio was not rein- 
stated. 

The attorney for the three offi- 
cers, John Connor of Springfield 
— no relation to Officer Connor 
— said testimony is still ongoing 
for Moccio and he will continue 
to fight for the officer to get his 
job back. He believes his clients 


413.786.7747 


e Fax: 413.786.8457 


will be exonerated by the video 
of the incident from June 2016 
where the officers were alleged to 
use excessive force on a suspect, 
Daniel Desjardins, in the holding 
cells of Agawam Police Head- 
quarters. The video was released 
in January. 

Desjardins was arrested in 
June 2016 at Six Flags New En- 
gland for being drunk and dis- 
orderly. He engaged responding 
officers in a physical battle at the 
park and was combative at police 


2 fired officers rehired 


headquarters. The physicality be- 
tween Desjardins and the officers 
was captured on department sur- 
veillance cameras. 

Connor defended Moccio, who 
can be seen using a baton on Des- 
jardins in the video. 

“He saw his fellow officer in a 
headlock, something he had al- 
ready experienced during the in- 
cident at Six Flags, said Connor. 
“He acted appropriately to get the 
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Jr. High 
lost its 
‘heart 
and soul’ 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 


The unexpected death last 
week of Deborah Ann LaMotte, 
a nearly 30-year science teacher 
at Agawam Junior High School, 
left her colleagues and students 
deeply saddened, but treasuring 
her memory. 

School Superintendent Wil- 
liam Sapelli called LaMotte's 
death at age 49 — less than a 
month away from turning 50 
— “a trag- 
ic loss’ for 
Agawam’'s 
school com- 
munity. She 
died Jan. 30 
at home. 

An Aga- 
wam native, 
LaMotte at- 
tended pub- 
lic schools 
in town and 
graduated from Agawam High 
School in 1984. 

“Debbie's hometown roots ran 
deep, said AJHS Principal Norm 
Robbins. “The fact that she began 
teaching straight out of college at 
AJHS is further testament to her 
love and dedication to our com- 
munity. 

Robbins said LaMotte loved 
her friends — in and out of school 
— and her family: husband Mark 
and two sons, Brian, a freshman 
at Westfield State University, and 
Andrew, recently graduated from 
Syracuse University. 

One of LaMottes closet 
friends at AJHS, English teacher 
Laura Wray-Ramos, called LaM- 
otte part of the school’s “heart 
and soul’ 

“Debbie had tremendous 
school spirit. She loved Spirit 





Deborah Ann LaMotte 
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The Applause Series presents an evening of Irish song, humor and Irish wit with The Tinkers 3 — 
from left, Guy Wallis, Mic Finnerty and Tom Terry — on March 3. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


‘Going for green’ at the March 3 concert 


Add to the many traditions of St. Pat- 
rick’s Day an annual concert of Irish music 
sponsored by the Agawam Cultural Council 
as part of the Applause Series of free events. 

The 2017 edition will take place at 7 
p.m. Friday, March 3, in the Agawam Senior 
Center, and will feature The Tinkers 3. The 
evening will be filled with Irish song, Irish 
humor and Irish tales both large and small. 

The Tinkers 3 are Mic Finnerty, Guy 
Wallis and Tom Terry. Singer, guitarist, sto- 
ryteller and jokester-in-chief Finnerty hails 
from the Hungry Hill section of Springfield. 
He has also spent a great deal of time in the 
Old Sod, where he began performing at the 
age of 5. 

Scotland, Conn., native Wallis is a 


performs regularly around New England 
with various acts. He also teaches music at 
Performance Music in Westfield. 

Bassist and vocalist Terry is a Massa- 
chusetts resident and New Jersey native 
who also performs regularly in the North- 
east, and teaches music locally. 

The Agawam Senior Center is at 954 
Main St. and can be reached by phone at 
413-821-0604. This and all Applause Series 
events are free and open to the public. For 
more information, visit www.agawamcc. 
org. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is an 
all-volunteer local partner of the Massa- 
chusetts Cultural Council, a state agency 
that provides part of its funding. 
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Learn about ash borer 
at meeting next week 


The Agawam Conservation Commis- 
sion will host an informational meeting on 
the emerald ash borer at 6:30 p.m. Wednes- 
day, Feb. 15, in the Community Room at 
the Agawam Public Library. 

Javier Marin, forest pest outreach co- 
ordinator with the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Agricultural Resources, will pro- 
vide information on how the emerald ash 
borer, an invasive wood-boring insect that 
arrived in America in 2002, impacts com- 
munities and how they can prepare for the 
pest’s likely arrival. 


Junior Women to meet 


The Agawam Junior Womens Club will meet Tues- 
day, Feb. 21, at the Agawam Senior Center. A social 
with refreshments will begin at 6:30 p.m. following by 
the business meeting at 7 p.m. Prospective members 
are welcome. Entrance is in the back of the Senior 


Center at 954 Main St., Agawam. 


We can’t control the weather... 
but you can depend on us for your comfort. 
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OBITUARY 
POLICY 











Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 


Generators ¢ Service Plans 


SALES & SERVICE ue 
ruevoeuvery «= RA @ 


860-653-8076 Bers 860-653-7241 


multi-instrumentalist and vocalist who submitted through a 
funeral home to: 


obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 


AGAWAM DENTAL CARE 


1182 Springfield St. 
Feeding Hills, MA 


413-786-7313 


agawamdentalcare.com 


Join our Family Dental Office as we 
celebrate Childrens Dental Health Month. 
Call for an appointment today! 
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Call us today. Join the State Line Family! 


only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


500-514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT ° StateLinePropane.com ° StateLineOil.net ° Lic. $1: 303179 « P1: 204150 +» HOD: 737 «+ 478 


YOU WIN! 


Open a new GetReal Checking” account and score 


Stop in or visit 
bankesb.com for details! 


Each depositor is insured by the 
FDIC to at least $250,000. All 
deposits above the FDIC insurance 
amount are insured by the 
Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


Member FDIC 


ge 


banke s 


The bank of you. 





f bankesb.com | 855.527.4111 


* $100.00 promotional offer is for opening a GetReal Checking account and activating direct deposit (of at least $25.00) or signing up for online 
banking and conducting 5 debit card transactions using your debit card within the first 60 days of account opening ($100.00 will be credited to 
the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been open). $50.00 promotional offer is for making 5 
bill payments using online banking and enrolling in eStatements within 60 days of account opening ($50.00 will be credited to the account by the 
last day of the statement cycle following the 60th day the account has been open). $50.00 loyalty bonus will be paid after the account has been 
open for 12 months ($50.00 will be credited to the account by the last day of the statement cycle following the 365th day the account has been 
open). Bonuses are for new customers and limited to one account per customer. In accordance with applicable regulations bonus payouts may 
be 1099 reportable. Account must be in good standing and have a positive balance at the time the bonus is paid. Minimum balance to open the 
account is $10.00. May not be combined with other promotional offers. This is a limited time offer and subject to change without notice. 


Can you find 20 Dental Words? 


The answers can be found on our website. 
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AGAWAM COMPLETE STREETS 


The town’s Complete Streets Prioritization Plan will include projects identified on an interactive 
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Click ADD POINTS below to 
add to the map. Add as many 
points as you would like. 


rīt . = a » 
GD aa A AÀ co ol 
complete streets are for everyone 





irs) Transit 


ADD POINTS 





f 


“wiki-map” last fall. Most of the pins — and most of the comments at a public workshop in No- 
vember — represented requests for sidewalk construction or repair. FILE IMAGE 


Road priority plan not ready yet 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Three months after a public forum 
where Agawam residents asked for more 
and better sidewalks, the towns Engineer- 
ing Department is still sifting through the 
“significant amount of data.’ 

The town and its Boston-based consul- 
tant, Howard Stein Hudson Engineers and 
Planners, had hoped to craft a Complete 
Streets Prioritization Plan within a month, 
in order to apply for a $400,000 construc- 
tion grant for one or more of the projects 
on the plan. 

In a press release this week, Mayor Rich- 
ard Cohen acknowledged that the town 
missed that deadline, but said a second 
round of funding will be available with an 
application deadline of April 1. 

The town plans to hold a second pub- 
lic meeting to discuss the Prioritization 
Plan in late February or early March, Co- 
hen said. He said he envisions the plan as 
a “living document” that will be updated 
annually. 

Agawam hired Howard Stein Hudson 
using a $50,000 state grant, which the town 
earned by adopting a “Complete Streets” 
policy. Complete Streets is a state initiative 
to ensure that towns and state agencies 
provide infrastructure for bikers, walkers 
and public transportation riders, not just 
automobile drivers, when building or re- 
building roads. 

At the Nov. 15 public forum, about 20 
residents shared their infrastructure wish- 
es, most of which had to do with sidewalks. 
Town Engineer Michelle Chase said at the 
time that the forum participants and wi- 
ki-map editors had provided her “more 
projects than funding for the rest of my ca- 
reer here. 

Chase said in November that the town 
is not guaranteed to receive the $400,000 
Complete Streets grant, but based on the 
criteria, the town has a strong chance. The 
grant could be renewed for another year at 
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$400,000, and the state plans to offer $50,000 
grants for three additional years, she said. 

Complete Streets grants cannot cur- 
rently be used on state-owned roads, which 
in Agawam include Main Street, River Road 
and Route 57. Springfield, Suffield and 
North and South Westfield streets, even 
though they are numbered as state routes, 
are owned by the town. 

By far the most frequent request was for 
new sidewalks, including: 

e Corey Street 

e Main Street, from River Road to Six 
Flags 

e Meadow Street 

e Mill Street, from the high school to 
Suffield Street 

e North Street, to allow safer access to 
Robinson State Park 

e North Westfield Street 

e School Street, to fill gaps 

e South Street, for access to James Clark 
School 

Cohen noted this week that reconstruc- 
tion projects for Feeding Hills Center, the 
Morgan-Sullivan Bridge and Route 187 are 
on the states funding list, separate from 
the Prioritization Plan. The bridge work, 
which will also reconstruct the intersec- 
tions of Springfield and Walnut streets, and 
Main, Springfield and Suffield streets, will 
be built with the “complete streets” philos- 
ophy in mind, including a bicycle lane on 
Springfield Street and over the bridge. 

Work on the  Southwick-Spring- 
field-Westfield streets intersection will 
include new turn lanes and a better ac- 
commodation for PVTA bus stops, as well 
as pickup and dropoff traffic at Granger 
School. Both the bridge and Feeding Hills 
Center are planned for fiscal 2018, the year 
beginning this July 1. 

The Route 187 project would include 
sidewalks and bike lanes along South West- 
field Street between the end of the Route 57 
expressway and the split with Pine Street. It 
is on the state transportation plan for fiscal 
2019. 





SALES to 






$5000 





¥ Happy Valentine’s Day! ¥ 
ANGELA'S HAIR SALON 


303A Springfield St., Agawam ° 413-786-6988 
78 Franklin St., Westfield ° 413-562-5988 


WALK-INS WELCOME | 


Perm 
or Color 
SAVE 


Haircut or 


W/COUPON W/COUPON 
WITH THIS AD. EXP. 3/31/17 


I AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 





Page 3 


Sewer rate hike could hit next month 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The Agawam City Council will decide on 
sewer rate increases at its next scheduled 
meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 21. 

The rates were submitted last week by 
Mayor Richard Cohen and Public Works 
Superintendent Christopher Golba. They 
said rates have not risen since 2012, and 
need to increase now to address a backlog 
of maintenance and replacement projects, 
as the sewer retained earnings account has 
been depleted. 

New rates would take effect next month, 
raising the cost from $3.04 per hundred cu- 
bic feet of wastewater to $3.65. A second 
hike, to $4.01, would take effect March 1, 
2019. The proposal follows an engineering 
firms report in December that suggested 
10 percent increases annually over the next 
six years, which would have resulted in a 
similar rate in 2019 but would have con- 
tinued the increases for three more years, 
ending well over $5 in 2022. 

Johnson said Monday night that having 
two hikes over the next three years, rather 
than annual increases for six years, better 
reflects what he believes ratepayers would 
prefer. 

“Its definitely more like what I was look- 
ing for, said Johnson. “I still have to look 
closer at the numbers being proposed.’ 

Johnson and the council's Finance Sub- 
committee will take up the rate proposal 
along with other new business items at a 
meeting that is tentatively scheduled for 
Feb. 16 at the Agawam Public Library. 

According to Golbas proposal, the in- 


crease would generate about a $500,000 per 
year into the reserves for the sewer fund. 
There is only about $514,000 remaining in 
retained earnings, which the town uses for 
projects and emergencies. Last year, the 
town had to spend $269,000 on a water 
main break on Main Street. 

“We have had to use retained earn- 
ings to balance the budget for the last few 
years, Golba said. 

Golba said he fears another emergen- 
cy would wipe out the rest of the retained 
earnings, leaving the town vulnerable if an- 
other emergency arises. The sewer enter- 
prise would then have to be bailed out by 
taxpayers at large. 

If passed, the first increase would in- 
crease the average resident's sewer bill by 
about $47. The second increase in 2019 
would increase the average bill another 
$28. 

According to Cohen, the eventual in- 
crease to $4.01 in 2019 will still keep the 
sewer rates lower than then many sur- 
rounding towns, including Chicopee, 
Southwick, Springfield, and Holyoke. 

Cohen also said the rate increase will 
provide sufficient revenue to support fu- 
ture debt incurred for sewer projects out- 
lined in the capital plan. 

The rate increases could fund these 
capital improvements: infiltration and 
inflow improvements, a Westfield river 
force main, improvements to four pump 
stations, relocation of the Westfield River 
interceptor. The estimated cost of these 
four projects is $9,465,000, according to the 
report submitted by the Westfield-based 
engineering firm Tighe & Bond. 


Green grant to fund energy efficiency 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 


Agawam will spend the $207,970 grant 
announced last week on energy efficiency 
projects at town-owned buildings. 

The town was named by the state De- 
partment of Energy Resources as one of 
185 Green Communities on Feb. 2, quali- 
fying it for the grant. In order to earn this 
designation, the town had to meet several 
criteria, including conducting an energy 
efficiency audit of all town buildings and 
adopting the “stretch” building code, which 
mandates energy-efficient construction 
methods. 

Mayor Richard Cohen said this week 
that Advanced Energy Group, a consul- 
tant, has started conducting its own ener- 
gy audits of town buildings, including the 
schools, and will determine what projects 
the town should pursue. 

“They will look at everything and see 
what we need to do, Cohen said. “It’s our 
goal to be able to make sure the buildings 
are energy efficient, clean energy, and up to 
date and saving the town money. 

Cohen said AEG has already found po- 
tential energy savings in interior lighting, 
exterior lighting and refrigeration at Clark 
and Doering schools. 

Any remaining grant money left after 
implementing AEG’s recommendations 


HELP WANTED 


would be used on a new program to con- 
vert the towns streetlights to LED bulbs, 
which use less electricity, Cohen said. 

Agawam was one of 30 towns added to 
the Green Communities roster this year. 
The program has been in existence, award- 
ing annual grants, since 2010. Cohen said 
he had been pushing the City Council to 
adopt the stretch code since that time. The 
code was voted down each time until final- 
ly being approved in 2016. 

Cohen said he expects the Green Com- 
munities program to continue awarding 
grants in future years. Agawam can qualify 
for another grant next year, he said. 

The initial audit, completed by Energy 
Source Inc. of Providence, R.I., in Decem- 
ber 2016, made $6 million in recommen- 
dations for energy conservation, including 
using LED lights, better insulation and 
weather sealing, and installing more ef- 
ficient boilers and water heaters. These 
would qualify for an estimated $531,838 in 
power company rebates and produce an 
annual savings of $406,964, for a projected 
payback period of just over 13 years. That 
break-even period was as low as 4.2 years 
for some categories of spending, howev- 
er. The Energy Source report looked at all 
eight Agawam school buildings, two fire 
stations, the police station, library, Town 
Hall, maintenance building, DPW garage 
and golf clubhouse. 


If you have a clue, | want you! 


Work at the Employee Cafeteria at Six Flags New England 
run by Partners Restaurant. 
Seasonal Position(s) Available. 
We are open 2 weeks in April, weekends through Memorial Day, 
7 days/nights a week through Halloween. 
Must have a flexible schedule with the ability to work days, nights & weekends! 
Must be 16 years of age or older, Retired Folks Welcome! 


| am looking for Hard-Working, 
Mature, Honest and Dependable Employees. 


NO DRAMA. 


For more information and to apply IN PERSON ONLY at Partners Restaurant 
please join me on; 
saturday, February 11 from 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm OR 
Monday, February 13 from 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 


No Phone Calls. No E-mails. No Texts. IN PERSON ONLY. 
Partners Restaurant, 485 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
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Opinion 
OUR VIEW 


Housing workshop 
is solution to 40B 


alf a year ago, Mill Street residents woke 
H» outraged to the unhappy surprise that a 

Springfield-based nonprofit agency had plans 
to build a large low-income housing development 
in their neighborhood. And there was nothing they 
could do about it. 

Now it’s time to use that outrage to prevent the 
next unhappy surprise. 

No matter how many petitions they signed, City 
Council meetings they attended, social media posts 
they shared, theres nothing the opponents of the 
still-proposed 586 Mill St. development can do to stop 
it. The development, if built, will be governed by Chap- 
ter 40B of state law, which will allow HAP Housing to 
ignore local zoning laws and permitting processes as 
long as the project is adding “affordable housing” — 
subsidized units for low-income residents — ina town 
where less than 10 percent of housing units meet that 
description. 

Agawam, with just 4 percent of its housing classi- 
fied “affordable, is one of many Massachusetts towns 
vulnerable to a 40B project. And it will continue to be 
vulnerable to another one, after the Mill Street project 
is built, unless the town takes steps to increase its af- 
fordable housing numbers on its own. 

Fortunately, Agawam is doing this, but it needs 
your help. The mayor's office and the town planning 
office will hold a workshop Monday evening at 5:30 in 
the Senior Center, 954 Main St., Agawam, to discuss 
a Housing Production Plan for the town. This plan 
would identify the ideal locations and amenities of fu- 
ture affordable housing projects. It needs a wide range 
of public input to ensure that it accurately represents 
the majority of Agawam residents. 

Its also the right thing to do. Many opponents of 
the Mill Street project acknowledged that there is a 
need for more affordable housing in Agawam, partic- 
ularly for senior citizens who are finding themselves 
priced out of this suburban community. The town 
should have a plan to ensure that it’s building decent 
homes for working-class and fixed-income residents, 
not just mini-mansions for white-collar commuters. 

By crafting and then following the plan, Agawam 
can reach the 10 percent threshold demanded by the 
state and wont be subject to future “unfriendly 40Bs.’ 
Even having a Housing Production Plan in place, and 
showing partial progress toward completing it, can be 
enough to fend off an unwanted project. 

It may not be as active or immediately satisfying as 
fighting against the proposal on your street or in your 
back yard, but unlike last year’s outrage, it can work. 
Barring a change in state law or a change of heart at 
HAP, the fight for Mill Street is over. Putting together a 
positive plan to add affordable housing to Agawam in 
places that make sense, with projects that involve the 
community at every step, wont stop the Mill Street 
proposal — but it can stop the next one. 


What do you think? Send your letter to the editor to 
aan@turley.com. 


People of All Ages 
Read Newpapers 
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Let us know 


The Agawam Advertiser News, your com- 
munity newspaper, welcomes letters, submis- 
sions, photographs and news tips from resi- 
dents of Agawam and Feeding Hills. 

The best way to contact us is by telephone, 
413-786-7747, or email, aan@turley.com. 

We can also be reached by fax at 413-786- 
8457 and by mail at Turley Publications, 380 
Union St., W. Springfield, MA 01089. 

Advertising Representative John Baskin can 
be reached at jbaskin@turley.com or 413-786- 
7747, ext. 305. 

Managing Editor Michael J. Ballway can be 
reached at mballway@turley.com or 413-786- 
7747, ext. 301. 

Sports Editor David Forbes can be reached 
at dforbes@turley.com or 413-283-8393, ext. 
25m: 

Our office is open Monday through Thurs- 
day mornings, and other weekday times by ap- 
pointment. 
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YESTERDAY'S HOMETOWN NEWS 


The 67 AHS Brownies 


stairs in our library, you can borrow a 
1967 Sachem. It’s very similar to the 63 
Sachem with its light blue, pad- 


I: you go to the reference desk down- 


The 67s had many good athletes. In the 
fall, the football team was undefeated, win- 
ning their third consecutive AA title. Senior 
co-captains were Billy Menard, 





ded vinyl cover. Thinking about 
the ‘67s 50th reunion, which 
should be this year, I decided to 
take out both books to see how 
many of the ‘67s were siblings of 
‘63s. These are the ones I found, 
with the ‘63 sibling in paren- 
theses — Don Andreoli (Louis), 
Claudia Ayotte (Richard), Ron- 
ald Bowden (Carol), Tom Chi- 
coine (Paul), Dorr Exford (Dor- 
rin), Catherine Gossman (Ed), 
Paul Litchfield (John), Kathleen 
Moccio (Albert), Christine Parzych (Frank), 
Suzanne Robinson (Richard), John Sarat 
(Judy), Mary Tourville (Joe) and Harold 
Vrenna (Sue). 

Then there were kids from the neigh- 
borhood — Janice Bryan, the minister's 
daughter, Peggy Case, who lived across the 
street, and Bobby Quigley who lived at the 
top of the street. Gary Atwater and Eliza- 
beth Egbert lived on Elbert Road and David 
Fuller's house was through the woods right 
behind Mr. Andrews house on Elbert. Gary 
Orr wasn't far away on School Street. 

The 67 Sachem is dedicated to Mr. Fred 
Dacey, Miss Eleanor Miller and Miss Mary 
O’Brien, the nurse. What a threesome of 
remarkable people who touched the lives 
of thousands of Brownies. We could debate 
which of those three is the most memora- 
ble. Although I liked them all, Miss O’Brien 
might get my vote. 








Kent Gregory 
1.0.” in the 1967 AHS Sachem. 





Walt Willard 





and Kathy Grassa, “Mr. and Miss 


Tom DeFilipi and Billy Eggleston 
(there was no soccer yet). In the 
winter, the hockey team came 
in third in the Western Mass. 
Tournament. Seniors were Alex 
Stahovitch, Lew Chicklas, Dave 
White, Jim Ramah, Rich Tonelli 
and our Canadian import, Roger 
St. Pierre. 

The basketball team came in 
second in the Valley Wheel on 
an 8-4 season, good enough to 
make the tournament. Seniors 
were Dave Wright, Steve Blackburn, Bill 
Eggleston and Mike Wilson 

There are no results for the spring 
sports because the yearbook is written and 
published before they finish. As usual, the 
baseball team picture is from the previous 
1966 season and it has some 66s in the pic- 
ture. 

English teacher Mary Zygarowski (later 
Mrs. Sypek), who is not pictured in the fac- 
ulty section, is listed as the chess club ad- 
visor, and her club had 50 members. Kent 
Gregory, a 67, is their vice-president and 
he is supposedly the first Brownie to get 
two 800s on his SATs. The Sachem also says 
that he was a National Merit semi-finalist. 
Isn't that a different test? How soon we for- 
get things like that. 

Its not clear if Lanna and Linda 
Bachand are twins. They sure look it. Jean 
and Jane Gallerani are twins and I never 
could tell one from the other. Someone 
should have organized a contest in 1967 
for anyone who could identify the Bachand 
girls, the Gallerani girls and the Nacewicz 
triplets. That’s right, Mark, Robert and Ste- 
phen Nacewicz, who graduated in ‘68. Look 
them up on Jim Birchall’s website, image- 
museum.smugmug.com/agawam-high- 
school-yearbooks. Thanks, Mike Marieb, 
for getting us the website. 





Walt Willard went to AHS and taught 
math there for 16 years. He can be reached 
at 413-786-7924, Call him. Walt loves your 


= feedback and any and all information or tid- 


bits you can offer. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well as 
spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 


always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 
this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for the Agawam Advertiser News, please 
email mballway@turley.com. 
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aan@turley.com. 
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FAITH MATTERS 


February 9, 2016 I 


AS we go... 


od never intended His gift, the 
church, to be confined within four 
walls. But how easy is it for us to re- 


frain from taking the miraculous into our 
communities? In the New Testa- 


be honorable when confronting people, 
and honorable when facing confrontation. 
My prayer is that we maintain balance and 
engage our world in love, demonstrating 
the following attributes in our 





ment most miracles happened 
not in the temple but in the mar- 
ketplace. Today a great transition 
is underway — we are moving 
from ministry to the saints to the 
ministry of the saints. 

Our church building is 
the place where we become 
equipped. It’s a safe place to learn 
from experienced instructors, to 
practice and gain confidence and 
proficiency. The church assembly 
is the practice ground where we 
grow in Holy Spirit's gifts. Let’s, however, be 
equipped, developed, and trained with de- 
ployment in mind. We prepare so we may 
represent Him well where we live, wherever 
we are. 

Are we aware that we each are to carry 
God's presence, power and authority? Do 
we know how? If we are combative instead 
of honorably confronting, we will render 
ourselves powerless and pretty much use- 
less in the ocean of humanity. Let’s release 
His influence into the lives of others, peo- 
ple and nations, through invitation, not 
through intrusion or invasion. 

Each day, consciously or unconscious- 
ly, we demonstrate the benefits and the 





Bob Olmstead 





lives — be humble, but not over- 
run; be honorable, but not a 
suck-up; be bold, but not brash; 
be patient, but not passive; be 
powerful, but not controlling; 
be encouraging, without flat- 
tering; be gentle, but not timid; 
be confident, but not cocky; be 
steadfast, but not stubborn; be 
discerning, but not suspicious; 
be confrontational, but not 
combative; be wise, yet risk; be 
giving, yet able to receive; be 
transparent, but able to keep a secret (and 
therefore trustworthy); be submitted to 
men, but following God. 

Lord Jesus, help us to live our lives the 
way You would have us live them. Let us 
follow Your example, loving the world well. 
Teach us to listen, always leaning into You 
and Your voice. We are thankful You guide 
us into the places You want us to go and 
that You give us voice, power and wisdom 
that we may be effective ambassadors of 
Your kingdom in the earth. 





Bob Olmstead is a senior elder at Light- 
house Christian Church on Springfield Street 
in Feeding Hills. 
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school Committee meeting 


Roberta G. Doering School 
68 Main St. 
Tuesday, Feb. 14 — 7 p.m. 


1. Call to order 

2. Moment of silence 

3. Roll call of attendance 

4, Regular meeting — 7 p.m. 

9. Citizen’s Speak Time 

6. Highlights on Education: none 

7. Superintendent's Notes 

8. Student Advisory Committee representative update 

9, Unfinished business: 

a. SCR-17-01, Approval of the 2017-2018 AHS Program of 
otudies 

10. Business meeting 

a. Routine matters 

1) Approval of minutes 

2) Calendar/Correspondence 

b. Warrants/Transfers 

c. Reports: 

1). Scheduled reports: 

* Personnel Update (paper report) 

* School Choice Update (paper report) 

* Financial Update — R. Clickstein 

2) Subcommittee updates 

11. New business: 

a. SCR-17-02, Adoption of the 2017-2018 school calendar 

b. SCR-17-03, Request to support the appropriation of funds 
for the boiler replacement project at the Roberta G. Doering School 

12. Personnel 

a. Superintendent search / interview questions 

13. Any other items that may legally come before the committee 

14, Adjournment 





LaMotte, Deborah A. 
Died Jan. 31 

Funeral Feb. 3 

Agawam Funeral Home Inc. 


Malcolm, Walter F. Jr. 
Died Jan. 31 

Private services 

Agawam Funeral Home Inc. 


Mullaly, Carolyn R. 
Died Jan. 28 

Funeral Feb. 6 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home 


Ramey, Dorothy I. 

Died Jan. 24 

Memorial service Feb. 11 
south Congregational 
Church, Southwick 

Avalon Life Celebration Cen- 
ter & Cremation Services 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Agawam 
Advertiser 





rewards of a life reconciled to God. Let us 


PARK ui from page 1 


Breuninger is a member of the Friends of Robinson 
State Park, an advocacy group formed about 10 years ago 
to fight DCR plans for commercial logging in the park. The 
group, which now has about 400 members, was successful 
in halting the planned timber harvest and now focuses on 
promoting the park and encouraging its use. 

Claudia Hurley, one of the groups founding members 
and an abutting neighbor to the park, began calling and 
leaving messages at the DCR when she learned Sarkis was 
retiring. She expressed the groups concerns about how a 
vacancy could affect the park's natural resources and man- 
made structures, but did not get any answers as to when it 
would be filled. 

Nancy Bobskill, another Friends member, alerted May- 
or Richard Cohen and contacted Agawams state legisla- 
tors, Sen. Donald Humason, R-Westfield, and Rep. Nicho- 
las Boldyga, R-Southwick, about the staffing issue. 

In addition to Bobskill, Cohen said he’s received “nu- 
merous calls from concerned residents and others who 
use the park daily. He said he had a “very positive conver- 
sation, with Crystal Cormier, the DCR’s district manager 
for the Connecticut River Valley, about Agawam residents 
concerns. Cohen said Cormier told him she intends to fill 
the vacancy through a retirement, but did not offer any 
other details. 

Cohen also wrote emails to Humason and Boldyga, tell- 
ing them the staffing concerns are “legitimate and need 
to be addressed in a timely fashion? Cohen explained that 
“people are worried about their safety and the well-being of 
the park, adding that the issue is “realistic and extremely 
important for continued public safety” at the park. 


Vulnerable to vandalism 
Besides safety issues, Breuninger and Hurley said the 
park is more vulnerable to damage from vandalism with- 


PALMER OFFICE 


PART-TIME PAGINATOR/ 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER 


Turley Publications, Inc, is seeking a part-time paginator/ 
graphic designer for a busy graphics department. The 
successful candidate will be part of a team of designers that 
produce 14 weekly newspapers and numerous supplements. 

The right candidate would be experienced with INDD 
Creative Suite on Mac and be familiar with newspaper 
workflow and deadline driven media. 


Please send your resume to: 
Beth Baker 
Turley Publications, Inc. 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Or email directly to bbaker@turley.com 


Turley% 


Publications, Inc 


www.turley.com 








out a full-time supervisor. Breuninger said she’s seen signs 
of alone motorized dirt bike rider in the extreme north end 
of the park — which is illegal. 

“If the park’s pavilions, bathhouse, or tables are dam- 
aged, will people still want to come to the park when it re- 
opens to picnic without tables, swim without a bathhouse, 
or have their club or church picnics without pavilions?” 
Breuninger asked. 

Hurley said residents and park visitors are anxious 
about news for a replacement supervisor. But they're also 
worried about the future of the park. She said there are 
rumors the park might remain closed until April — and 
then reopen only seasonally for the spring, summer, and 
fall months. 

“This park should be open year-round — the gates 
should not be closed for the winter season, said Hurley. 
“Since it is close to Springfield, the park serves a large ur- 
ban area. Robinson is worthy of treatment consistent with 
the treatment of parks that serve the Boston area.’ 

Robinson State Park includes 800 acres of land, 20 miles 
of trails and paved roads, and five miles of Westfield River 
shoreline. Despite its relatively small size, it is one of the 
most ecologically diverse state forests in North America, 
with 50-60 different species of tree. 


Budget cuts fuel fears 

Gov. Charlie Baker’s recent cut of more than $5.4 mil- 
lion from DCR's $41.6 million budget has fueled fears that 
the park might have limited access permanently during the 
winter. Steffen, however, said Baker's budgetary actions 
in early December “did not have an impact” on Robinson 
State Park. 

He added that the DCR “has not made any decisions re- 
garding future seasonal operations. While Steffen said the 
department “looks forward to working with stakeholders, 
including the public, local officials, and friends groups, in 











The supervisor position at Robinson State Park remains vacant 
more than a month after the previous supervisor retired. Without 
a supervisor, the main entrance gates have remained locked and 
the parking lot is inaccessible, forcing visitors who drive to leave 
their vehicles outside the park and raising concerns about safety 


inside the park with no supervisor on patrol. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


ensuring the park remains accessible for visitors to enjoy, 
he didn't comment on the safety issue. 

Hurley said anyone who wants to express concerns 
about the supervisor positon or future park operations 
should call Cormier at 617-447-3875. 

It was nearly 100 years ago that Springfield business- 
man John C. Robinson began buying the parcels of land 
along the Westfield River in Westfield and Agawam that 
became the park named after him. To prevent the land 
from being developed for industrial use, Robinson donated 
it to the state for recreational purposes between 1934 and 
1937. 


TOWN OF AGAWAM 
Public Hearing - Tuesday, February 21, 2017 


7:00 PM Roberta Doering School — 68 Main Street 
FY 2017 Agawam Community Development Fund Application 


The Agawam City Council will conduct a Public Hearing on February 21, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the Roberta 
Doering School, 68 Main Street to discuss the town’s proposed FY17 Community Development Fund 
Application. The application will be filed no later than March 10, 2017. The Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission (PVPC) is assisting the town with this application. 


Residents are encouraged to attend this meeting to discuss the FY17 application to the MA Department 
of Housing and Community Development for up to $800,000 in available Community Development 
Block Grant Funds. All persons with questions or comments regarding the grant application will have 
an opportunity to be heard. Those unable to attend can send written comments to the Office of Planning 
and Community Development, Town Hall — 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA 01001, Attn: Marc Strange, 


Planning and Community Development Director. 


Projects currently being discussed include the Housing Rehabilitation Program, Aging in Place Housing 
Program, and Town Hall Architectural Barrier Removal Design. 


The Roberta Doering School is handicapped accessible. Persons who require special accommodations 
should contact the town at least one week prior to the hearing date at (413) 786-0400 x 8716. For further 
information on the proposed application, contact PVPC Deputy Director James M. Mazik at 413.781.6045 


or jmmazik @ pvpc.org. 
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FIRE LOG 


The Agawam Fire Department responded to 66 EMS 
calls from Jan. 24 to Jan. 30, and the following emer- 
gency response calls. 

On Jan. 24 at 1:24 a.m., the department responded 
to Pheasant Hill Drive for public service. 

On Jan. 25 at 1:50 a.m., the department responded 
to Maple Street to assist invalid. 

On Jan. 25 8:35 a.m., the department responded to 
Leonard Street for public service assistance, other. 

On Jan. 26 at 9:15 a.m., the department responded 
to Kensington Street for false alarm or false call, other. 

On Jan. 26 at 12:04 p.m., the department responded 
to Fruwirth Street for carbon monoxide detector activa- 
tion due to malfunction. 

On Jan. 26 at 5:44 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to Route 5 South for motor vehicle accident with no 
injuries. 

On Jan. 27 at 8:37 a.m., the department responded 
to Colemore Street for alarm system activation, no fire 
— unintentional. 

On Jan. 27 at 1:50 p.m., the department responded 
to Harvey Johnson Drive to assist invalid. 

On Jan. 27 at 3:12 p.m., the department responded 
to Hunt Street for alarm system activation, no fire — 
unintentional. 

On Jan. 27 at 6:15 p.m., the department responded 
to Hunt Street for alarm system activation, no fire — 
unintentional. 

On Jan. 28 at 1:41 p.m., the department responded 
to School Street for carbon monoxide detector activation, 
no CO. 


On Jan. 28 at 4:57 p.m., the department responded 
to Main Street for lockout. 

On Jan. 29 at 3:41 a.m., the department responded 
to Meadow Street for alarm or false call, other. 

On Jan. 29 at 3:30 p.m., the department responded 
to Cricket Road for smoke detector activation, no fire — 
unintentional. 

On Jan. 29 at 7 p.m., the department responded to 
Beekman Drive for water or steam leak. 

On Jan. 29 at 8:12 p.m., the department responded 
to Silver Lake Drive for smoke or odor removal. 

On Jan. 29 at 9:27 p.m., the department responded 
to Adams Street for motor vehicle accident with injuries. 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 289 
calls for service from Jan. 31 to Feb. 6. The department 
recorded two arrests in its public log. All suspects are 
innocent unless proven guilty in court. 


Thursday, Feb. 2 
Emily An Dubois, 34, of Red Fox Drive, Feeding Hills, 
was arrested on a straight warrant. 


Friday, Feb. 3 
Dominic Kenneth Veighey, 22, of Harvey Johnson 
Drive, Agawam, was arrested on two warrants. 


WBOA seeks sponsors for yearly events 


The Women Business Owners Alliance 
non-profit organization is looking for 
sponsors for events being held over the 
next year. WBOA is well known for its an- 
nual Womens Night of Comedy, which will 
be held this year at the Log Cabin in Holy- 
oke on March 23. This is one of the major 
events and draws 300 to 400 guests. 

This year, the WBOA has chosen to ben- 
efit Safe Passage and the Smart Girls orga- 
nizations with most of the proceeds from 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Unruly groups 
5. Colorful flowers 
11. December 25 
14. Final stages 
of insects’ 
development 
15. Breadmakers 
18. Spanish man 
19. In the middle 
21. Bill 
23. Noted editor 
Alexander __ 
24. Swollen 
28. Paddles 
29. Cirrus 
30. Seeped into 
32. Skeletal muscle 
33. Japanese 
traditional drama 
35. Licensed 
practical nurse 
36. Sibu Airport 
39. Rebuff 
41. Sun God 
42. Astringent 


44. Feeling of 
humiliation 

46. A device 
attached to a 
workbench 

47. Wood sorrel 

49. Among 

52. Horizontal 
passages 

56. Father of 
Alexander the 
Great 

58. Utter repeatedly 

60. Linked together 

62. Literary effect 

63. Held onto 


CLUES DOWN 

1. One-time phone 
company 

2. Units of electrical 
resistance 

3. Hillside 

4. Omen 

5. Repetitions 

6. Royal Mail Ship 
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the event. 

Sponsorship packages are available for 
companies large and small to give them 
great visibility and assist in showcasing 
their brand. Sponsorships also include oth- 
er WBOA events, including education and 
the annual Woman of the Year. 

For more information, contact Susan 
Allen, sponsorship chairman of WBOA, at 
sallen.allenfinancial@hotmail.com. 
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36. Tributary of the 
Danube 

37. Flies over 
sporting events 

38. Chinese city 

40. College degree 

43. Dispenser of first 
aid 

45. Momentum 
(slang) 
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7. Farm state 
8. Sino-Soviet block 
(abbr. ) 
9. Dutch cheese 
10. Japanese 
alcoholic 
beverage 
12. Black powdery 
substance 
13. Tokyo’s former 
name 48. Red Sea port 
16. Monetary unit 50. Sloven 
17. Bones 51. _ Turner, rock 
20. To avoid the singer 
risk of 53. Asian nation (alt. 
22. Dry goods unit sp.) 
of volume (abbr.) 54. Manson victim 
25. Megabyte 55. Go forward 
26. Unwell 57. Primary Care 
27. Expresses Trust 
disapproval of 58. Simpson trial 
29. Central nervous judge 
system 59. Sun up in New 
31. We all have it York 
34. Expression of 61. Exclamation of 
bafflement surprise 
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SAPELLI u 


posting for the position, which will go out 
this week, will include a statement indicat- 
ing that all interview sessions will be open 
to the public. 

As Agawam’s chief academic officer, 
Sapelli currently earns an annual salary of 
more than $167,000. The committee voted 
unanimously that the salary range for the 
new superintendent will be from $155,000 
to $165,000. The school superintendent in 
Agawam oversees a student population of 
about 4,000 and a staff of 600 with an annu- 
al budget of more than $42 million. 

Sapelli was appointed interim superin- 
tendent in the summer of 2011, following 
the resignation of former Superintendent 
Mary Czajkowski, who left to become su- 
perintendent in Barnstable, Mass. 

Sapelli, who at the time was serving as 
assistant superintendent for curriculum 
and instruction, had actually intended 
to retire that year, before Czajkowski an- 
nounced her departure. He reconsidered 
after the School Committee asked him to 
serve as interim superintendent because 
of his experience in the school system as 
a teacher, principal and assistant superin- 
tendent. 

His career began in 1978 when he was 
hired to teach eighth-grade social studies 
and science at the junior high school. In 
1985, he was appointed assistant principal 
at Agawam Middle School (now Roberta 
Doering School). Five years later, he was 
promoted to principal at Robinson Park 
School. Sapelli served in that position un- 
til Czajkowski recruited him to the central 
office as assistant superintendent in 2002. 

During his tenure as superintendent, 
Sapelli has consistently earned high praise 
and high marks during the School Com- 





POLICE 1s 


suspect under control, according to the 
policies and procedures that were set forth 
in the town regulations. 

Dupere did not give an explanation as 
to why the two officers were reinstated. 
Mayor Richard Cohen is responsible for the 
hiring and firing of town employees. Con- 
nor, the attorney, said he was told Grassos 
reduction in rank was because he “failed in 
his supervisory capacity by not stopping 
Moccios use of the baton. 

Connor is appealing Grassos demotion 
and it is being heard along with the remain- 
der of Moccios appeal. Even though the 
Grasso demotion is new, it is being heard 
in the same civil service appeal because it 
is related to the same incident. 

He also said the demotion goes hand-in- 
hand with his contention about Moccios 
behavior. 

“I am contending that Officer Moccio 
acted appropriately when he used that ba- 
ton, said Connor. “Grasso was in a head- 
lock when Moccio used the baton. He was 
not able to supervise because of the sus- 
pect. But Officer Moccio acted appropri- 
ately, so Sgt. Grasso could not have failed in 
his capacity as a supervisor. 

The video shows two separate instances 
of Moccio striking Desjardins with a baton. 
In the second incident, Desjardins is not 
touching any of the police officers and is 
standing in the holding cell. Connor said 
Desjardins previous behavior was the rea- 
son force was used again. 

“Mr. Desjardins twice ignored com- 
mands to stay down on the bench,’ said 
Connor. “This fact, coupled with Desjar- 
dins’ past history of violence, as well as his 
bladed stance, lead the officers to reason- 
ably conclude that he was continuing to be 
assaultive. In other words, they formed an 
objective, reasonable belief that Desjardins 
was going to continue fighting and striking 
the officers. 

“Under the department policies, an of- 
ficer is authorized to use the baton where 
the arrestee is assaultive. Officer Moccio 
delivered those strikes and Mr. Desjardins 
was taken down once again, and this time 
placed in handcuffs, and his legs were 
shackled. The actions of all three officers 
was clearly authorized under the depart- 
ment policies and procedures and was in 
accordance with their training.’ 
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mittees annual evaluations. At the meet- 
ing to decide the procedures for choosing 
his successor, several committee members 
lauded Sapelli for his working relationship 
with them. 

“Bill can take a confrontational situa- 
tion and build consensus with everybody, 
Bonavita said. “He has a very unique way 
of doing things that is rare in politics and 
government these days.’ 

Bonavita added that Sapelli has “done a 
great job’ and “seamlessly” made the tran- 
sition from assistant superintendent to in- 
terim superintendent to superintendent. 

Wendy Rua called Sapelli “an outstand- 
ing leader’ for Agawam schools who has 
the respect of many students as well as the 
school staff. 

Carmino Mineo said it was always a 
pleasure working with Sapelli, calling him 
“thoughtful? Shelley Bergatti-Reed said the 
committee appreciates all that Sapelli has 
done for the schools. 

Juzba perhaps best summed up the feel- 
ings of all committee members when she 
told Sapelli, “You will definitely be missed’ 

After graduating from Agawam High 
School, Sapelli received a bachelor of sci- 
ence degree in business and economics 
from St. Anselm's College in New Hamp- 
shire, where he minored in education. 
He had considered a business career, but 
found he enjoyed working with kids when 
he started substitute teaching. He later 
earned a certificate of advanced graduate 
studies or CAGS. 

Sapelli told the committee that he 
“had a great relationship’ with them. “It’s 
worked out exceptionally well. We didn't 
always agree on things, but we were always 
professional.’ 
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Connor said testimony was heard in 
Jan. 31, and another hearing is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Feb. 14. He did not say if that 
would be the final day of the hearing ap- 
peal. Once the appeal is heard, it could take 
up to six months for a decision. 

In the meantime, officers Grasso and 
Connor are cleared to return to work. As of 
last Friday, the details of their return were 
still being worked out, the attorney said. He 
also the officers will receive full back pay, 
but could not offer an estimate as to how 
much that would be. 

“We are still working out those details, 
said Connor. 

Connor did not rule out the possibili- 
ty that the three officers could file further 
lawsuits, such as a wrongful termination 
civil suit. 

“We are trying to get through this [ap- 
peal] procedure before other legal options, 
said Connor. “Getting these officers vindi- 
cated and their jobs back is the first prior- 


ity? 


FBI investigating 

On the heels of the reinstatement of 
officers Grasso and Connor, it was also an- 
nounced the FBI was launching an investi- 
gation into the incident. The town, Police 
Department, and Hampden County Dis- 
trict Attorney Anthony Gulluniss office re- 
ceived a letter from Harold Shaw, the head 
of the FBI's Boston bureau office. He stated 
the FBI would be investigating the use of 
force, police misconduct, and obstruction 
of justice allegation against the officers. 

Gulluni declined to press any criminal 
charges against the three officers. He did 
not return calls seeking comment on the 
FBI involvement as of press time. 

Kristen Sereta, a spokesperson for the 
FBI in Boston, said the FBI does not com- 
ment on investigations. 

“It is our police not to confirm or deny 
investigations that are taking place, she 
said. 

Cohen, who fired the officers last sum- 
mer, and Police Chief Eric Gillis, who has 
defended the firing of the officers, did not 
comment on the reinstatement because it 
is an ongoing personnel issue. 

Grasso and Moccio both have 19 years 
with the Agawam Police Department. Con- 
nor has been an officer for 30 years. 
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Days — whether it was decking herself in 
brown and orange, dressing up in her infa- 
mous ‘Biker Chic’ costume for Halloween, 
or donning herself in obnoxious, blinking 
Christmas attire, Debbie was always the 
life of the party at AJHS, said Wray-Ramos, 
who taught with LaMotte for 21 years. 

LaMotte began teaching science at 
AJHS in August 1988, shortly after grad- 
uating from Elms College. Also active at 
Sacred Heart Church in Feeding Hills, she 
loved swimming and the beach, reading, 
the New York Giants, and cooking for her 
family. But teaching and her students were 
LaMotte's true passions. 

“Students loved Debbie and she loved 
them back,’ said Robbins. “Debbie was al- 
ways looking for creative and fun ways to 
get students engaged and also for ways to 
make the school better and more exciting 
for her students.’ 

Laurie McCaslin, a paraprofessional 
who knew LaMotte for nearly 17 years as 
a colleague and friend, described LaMotte 
as “a very strong woman’ with the ability to 
debate many subjects and share her vast 
knowledge of science. 


Student rapport 

Wray-Ramos said LaMotte was “gentle, 
patient, and kind” in dealing with students, 
adding that she had “an excellent rapport” 
with kids — even the most difficult. 

“Debbie seemed to have that magic 
touch with students of every ability level 
that made them want to be excited about 
learning, Wray-Ramos said. 

Following LaMottes death, students 
created a memorial collage to express their 
feelings. Displayed at the funeral home 
during her wake, it was decorated with a 
Westfield State University pennant and 
other university items to remember LaM- 
otte, who was part of the school’s teaching 
team named after WSU. Her teaching col- 
leagues created another memorial collage 
that featured individual photos of LaMotte 


and photos of her with other AJHS staff. 

Robbins said LaMotte’s family appreci- 
ated the outpouring of support and con- 
cern they received from the school and the 
community. 

“Mostly, weve offered our support to 
them if they need anything as they still 
deal with the magnitude of this loss for 
their family, Robbins said. “Knowing the 
connections Debbie's family has with the 
schools and the community, we will con- 
tinue to check with them to see if there are 
ways we can support any specific needs 
they may have” 


Thinking of others 

Wray-Ramos said LaMotte’s heart was 
“always just so full of goodness.’ The af- 
ternoon before she died, LaMotte called 
Wray-Ramos on her way home from school. 
She was concerned about an allergic reac- 
tion Wray-Ramos was having on her face. 

“Debbie called to offer advice on what 
I could do to help with the reaction. Even 
though her life was fast forward with her 
own family after work, she was always 
thinking of others. I will cherish that call — 
it was our last conversation.’ 

McCaslin remembers when she arrived 
at AJHS in 2000 that LaMotte took her un- 
der her wing, the beginning of “a long-last- 
ing friendship’ filled with love and laugh- 
ter. 

“One of my first impressions that will 
forever stay in my heart is the selfless re- 
sponsibility she took in helping me feel 
welcome, said McCaslin. “Debbie's gentle 
guidance, love and passion for her job was 
the best role model a person could ask for? 

As the years rolled on, McCaslin saw La- 
Motte's ability to touch and leave a lasting 
impression on every person she met: “It’s a 
feat that leaves me speechless.’ 

Wray-Ramos said LaMotte’s death has 
been extremely hard for her, the AJHS staff, 
and the community to come to grips with, 
“but hers is a life that will be celebrated 
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Deborah LaMotte, far right, is pictured with some of her closest colleagues and friends at AJHS, from 
left, Laurie McCaslin, Cindy Grieve and Laura Wray-Ramos. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


and remembered for many, many years to 
come. 

One way LaMotte’s colleagues plan to 
honor and remember her is with a celebra- 
tion on Feb. 23, which would have been La- 
Motte's 50th birthday. 

“Debbie loved her birthday. She was a 
‘Birthday Princess: Anyone who knew her 


knew February was her ‘Birthday Month,” 
said Wray-Ramos. 

Robbins said it was always a pleasure to 
walk through the halls in the morning and 
be greeted by LaMotte’s “warm, kind, and 
gentle smile and words. ‘This will be one of 


the daily perks I'll truly miss each day now. 
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Deborah LaMotte’s Agawam Junior High School teaching colleagues created a memorial collage 
featuring photos of the 30-year science teacher after her unexpected death last week. TURLEY PUBLI- 
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CHD has immediate shared living opportunities for men and women 
who are interested in having a developmentally disabled adult live 
in their homes. Individuals need varying degrees of assistance with meals, 


meds, and doctor appointments. Benefits include tax-free income. 


Interested in learning more? Contact: Kimberly Puffer 
413-333-5093 | kpuffer@chd.org 














Following Deborah LaMotte’s death last week, AJHS students created a memorial collage with ex- 
pressions of sympathy that was displayed at the funeral home during her wake. LaMotte was part 
of the “Westfield State University” teaching team at AJHS, so students decorated the collage with a 
pennant and other items from the university. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


SED j Agawam 


West Springfield 


West of the River Chamber 


LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST 
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 • 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m 


Springfield Country Club 1375 Elm Street, West Springfield, MA 
$30 - member price ¢ $35 - non member price 


The West of the River Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
invites you to a Legislative Breakfast! 
featuring Emcee and Political Consultant Anthony Cignoli and 
State Senator Don Humason 
State Senator James Welch 
State Representative Nicholas Boldyga 
State Representative Michael Finn 
Mayor of Agawam Richard Cohen 
Mayor of West Springfield Will Reichelt 


SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE! 


Premiere Sponsors: 


ZOMG. 


WE MAKE IT HAPPEN 


vy Health New England 


WNOrS YO vs thes ILE 


Presenting Sponsor: 


SixFlags 


NEW ENGLAND 
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School Lunch 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 

All lunches served with fresh and chilled fruit. 

Monday, Feb. 13: Buffalo chicken chunks with 
dipping sauce, whipped potatoes, whole-grain 
dinner roll. 

Tuesday, Feb. 14: Texas toast grilled cheese, to- 
mato soup, Goldfish crackers, seasoned green 
beans. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: Chicken filet wrap with as- 
sorted sauce served with lettuce, tomato and 
cheese, side of pasta salad. 

Thursday, Feb. 16: Fresh assorted calzones, gar- 
den salad with light dressing. 

Friday, Feb. 17: Chicken patty, baked potato 
rounds, chickpea salad. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL 
AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
Monday, Feb. 13: Chicken bowl (popcorn chicken, 

whipped potatoes, corn and gravy), bread stick. 
Tuesday, Feb. 14: Iwin Tacos, lettuce, tomato, sal- 
sa, cheese, seasoned corn, low-fat Doritos. 
Wednesday, Feb. 15: Ziti with meat sauce, garlic 
bread, seasoned broccoli. 


DOERING SCHOOL HONORS 


Roberta G. Doering School Principal Susan Federico 
recently announced the second term honor roll for the 
2016-17 school year. 


Grade 6: Connor Adamczyk, Hana Ahmed, Muham- 
er Ahmeti, Megan Ball, Jacob Barber, Mason Barcomb, 
Emilia Barron, Julianne Bazanchuk, Matthew Benard, 
Madison Bennett, Lillian Bissonnette, Aeryanna Bram- 
lett, Landen Cahill, Thomas Cascio, Ava Catelotti, No- 
lan Chamberland, Genevieve Charette, Kylie Circosta, 
Matthew Cleavall, Sean Colfer, Sophia Consolini, Taryn 
Crowley, Jazmin Dunbar, Anmed Elbakri, Anthony Elias, 
Hunter Emmons, Murphy Estes, Dylan Fisk, Ryan Fitz- 
gerald, Grace Frasier, Emily Gamelli, Evan Gilbert, Cam- 
eron Gillis, Kendra Grady, Christina Grasso, Dwayne 
Harris, Tyler Hayward, Dimitri Heinze, Julianna Hunt, 
Zachary Hurley, Melina Ichton, Lynn Jang, Diana Ja- 
vadian, Noah Jodoin, Colin Jorgensen, Jonathan Jung, 
Angela Kuzmenko, Colin La, Isabel Lalancette, lan La- 
mari, Leah LaPointe, Joseph Liquori, Sydney Lubarsky, 
Nellie Lukomski, Erica Majka, Cohen Manekas, Hannah 
Manning, Sierra Moccio, Austin Moore, Conor Moriar- 
ty, Samuel Morse, Daniel Mudrenko, Hailey Newsome, 
Cody Nguyen, Aidan Noftall, William Noll, Morgan Olden- 
burg, Spencer Page, Arthur Panchelyuga, Mary Papova, 
Krishna Patel, Anthony Pederzani, Santino Pioggia, Alina 
Polevoy, Diana Polevoy, Christopher Rondinelli, Richard 
Roy, Marissa Rufo, Julie Sanchez, Elizabeth Santore, 
Kayla Santucci, Huda Sarhan, Alexandra Seibert, Em- 
ily Sexton, Gabriella Shayda, Kaden Sheehan, Jordan 
stack, Matthew Stickles, Carly Swain, Sarah Tower, Tara 
Trudeau, Kylie Turgeon, Alexsy Typrowicz, Nicholas Us- 
chmann, Kristen Vinciguerra, Muhammad Zahoor and 
Gabrielle Zollo. 

Grade 5: Hayden Alaimo, Taylor Allivato, Christine 
Babinov, Marissa Bengle, Shea Bennett, Eden Ber- 


S 
CLUB FYTNESS 


Thursday, Feb. 16: Hamburger / cheeseburger, 
lettuce and tomato, baby carrots with ranch 
(Junior High), broccoli salad (Doering and ele- 
mentary) reduced-fat chips. 

Friday, Feb. 17: French bread pizza, salad with light 
dressing, cookie. 


AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
ROBERTA DOERING SCHOOL 
AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
BREAKFAST MENU 
Monday, Feb. 13: Assorted low-sugar cereal, warm 
cinnamon rolls, cheese stick, assorted muffins, 

juice or milk. 

Tuesday, Feb. 14: Assorted low-sugar cereal, as- 
sorted nutrigrain bars, cheese stick, assorted 
muffins, juice or milk. 

Wednesday, Feb 15: Pancakes with syrup, cheese 
stick, assorted muffins, juice or milk. 

Thursday, Feb. 16: Assorted low-sugar cereal, 
assorted nutrigrain bar, mozzarella cheese, as- 
sorted muffins, juice or milk. 

Friday, Feb. 17: Assorted waffles with syrup, string 
cheese, fresh fruit, juice or milk. 


ry, Aden Blair, Evan Bourgeois, Jacob Boutin, Adriana 
Brandow, Peyton Buffum, Carter Bulmer, Anthony Buon- 
iconti, Isabella Carra, Noah Carra, Alivia Carrier, Isabella 
Castro, Dominic Chen, Matthew Collier, Braedyn Collins, 
Cameron Cote, Kalynn Cressotti, Gerad Crute, Da- 
mon Cunningham, Kaila Dastigir, Frank Decaro, Theah 
DeGray, Peter DiBella, Colby Dietrich, Matthew DiLullo, 
Brooke Eastman, Tessa Ebreo, Brett Eggleston, Xizhen 
Fang, Alanna Fiermonte, Philip Fini, Richard Fini, Nicho- 
las Finley, Ava Fitzgerald, Isabella Garcia, Frankie Gentile, 
Sophia Gill, Chloe Gionfriddo, Ryan Gokey, Aliza Grealis, 
Isabel Grechka, Diana Grigorchuk, Dylan Griswold, Tyler 
Grondin, Olivia Gryszowka, Samantha Gryszowka, Lisa 
Hale, Alexis Hurley, Rhein Ingham, Alyssa Inton, Natalie 
Jodoin, Elifsu Kasti, Kaitlyn Kelley, Liam Kennedy, Ange- 
lina Kozhenevsky, Mark Kukharchuk, Lauren La, Kevin 
LaFrance, Steel Land, Grant Lanier, Evelina Lapsova, 
Angelina Largay, Jaxon Luke, Yana Lukin, Jacob Mac- 
Dougall, Erin Mahoney, Karen Malachowski, Gabriella 
Manes, Bailey McElligott, Madeline McGregor, Benjamin 
Metras, Amy Miolla, Talan Morello, Emma Murray, Da- 
vid Newsome, Nicholas Nguyen, Emma Nicosia, Alys- 
sa Nieves, Lena Oliyevskaya, Isaac Pagan, Riley Park, 
Jake Parolo, Gianna Pettazzoni, Lydian Phommachanh, 
Michael Plakias, Thomas Plakias, McKenna Podworski, 
Arsa Preniqi, Maksim Radionov, Nicholas Reigsh, Vin- 
cent Rodier, Gabriel Rua, Julia Rubin, Donovan Salva, 
Zachary Sarrazin, Drew Scherban, Joann Schmuck, 
Nelli Schneider, Dmitriy Shapovalov, Ilya Shlemanov, 
David Sholopa, Isabella Sibilia, Brayden Signet, Timothy 
sinigur, Colin Smith, Nicolas Soroka, Ryan Stairs, Hunter 
stark, Jeffrey Szulc, Cassidy Tetreault, Trey Theriaque, 
Marcus Varenyev, Bianca Vasquez, Madeleine Veras, 
Hadley Votzakis, Amy Vu, Mary Williams, Gabriella Wood, 
Jacob Wood and Alexis Wozniak. 


Dentist makes visit to kindergarten classes 


The staff of Agawam Dental Care made 
their annual visit to Granger School's kin- 
dergarten classes last week. 

After each class watched a video on 
tooth brushing hosted by the Sesame 
Street character Elmo, volunteer students 
dressed up as the teeth and tongue, and 
Dr. Ronald Pahl and hygienist Katie Boiko 
demonstrated the right ways to brush and 
floss their teeth, and brush the tongue. 
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Dental assistant Kristen St. Germain then 
showed pictures of good and bad food for 
tooth care. Each child received goodie bags 
with dental materials. 

Agawam Dental has been visiting 
Granger School during February, Children's 
Denal Health Month, for 25 years. The den- 
tal office, on Springfield Street in Feeding 
Hills, can be reached at 413-786-7313. 
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Dr. Ronald Pahl demonstrates tooth brushing techniques to Granger School kindergartners with hy- 


gienist Katie Boiko. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
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Granger students sit for a picture with Agawam Dental Care staff, from left, Jennifer Croteau-Lucas, 
Kristen St. Germain, Dr. Ronald Pahl, Katie Boiko and Valerie Manning. 


LOVE IS IN THE AIR... 


AND SO ARE THE AROMAS OF CHEF DENNIS’ 


twee ZF 


Something to Start 


Bacon Truffle Mac N Cheese, 
Drunken Mussels, Lobster Bisque, 
Beet and Goat Cheese Ravioli, 
Baby Kale Salad 


Something to Savor 
Short Rib Pappardelle, 
Herb Rubbed Chicken Breast, 
Pan Seared Salmon, 
Vegetable Lasagna Rollatini 


e Weights ¢ Cardio 
e Group Exercise Classes 
e Tanning ¢ Kids Club 
e Personal Training 
1501 Memorial Dr. 1452 Memorial Ave. 


(OSJL Plaza) Chicopee West Springfield 
413-533-6167 413-746-2677 


And Our Special 


Plus tax and gratuity. un; ve available 
Friday/Saturday, February 10, 11,17 & 18 


SAC 9 Q D per Sweet Somethings 
& Tuesday, February 14th. person 


ii Dessert For Two 
Available Friday/Saturday February 10; 11, 17, 18 
Add deluxe accommodatons in a beautiful Sheraton guestroom. Enjoy prosecco and chocolate covered 
strawberries, the comforts of our king size signature sleep experience bed, complimentary 
amenities including: parking, wifi, use of sauna, steam room and a late check-out the next day. 


Complete package - $229 per couple plus applicable taxes 
Call For Reservations 413-781-1010 


` Sheraton’ One Monarch Place 
SPRINGFIELD Springfield, MA 01144 


ONARCH PLACE 
HOTEL www.SheratonSpringfield.com 
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AHS COUNSELING BULLETIN 


College acceptances 

Laura Arbelaez — Curry College, Westfield State University, Southern 
News Hampshire University; Nina Bruno — Keene State University; Katelin 
Carlson — Endicott College, Salem State University, Mount Ida College, 
Laselle College; Ethan Chan — Boston University; Colin Czerpak — Fairfield 
University, Union College, UMass Amherst, Western New England University, 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute; Elisabeth Daydov — Bay Path University, 
Lesley University, Roger Williams University, Westfield State University; Sophia 
De Cesare — Mount Ida College, University of Hartford; Joshua DeMatteo 
— American International College, Westfield State University; Madison Dube 
— American International College; Patrick Fisk — Western New England 
University; Matteo Godek — Westfield State University; Katelyn Grasso — 
Fairfield University, Roger Williams University, UMass Amherst, University of 
New Hampshire, University of New Haven, University of Rhode Island; Alyssa 
Gravel — Fordham University, Suffolk University; Collette Groux — American 
University; Jake Hampton — Holyoke Community College; Miranda Harpin 
— Bridgewater State University, Bryant University, Johnson and Wales Uni- 
versity, Roger Williams University, UMass Amherst, University of New Haven, 
Westfield State University; Garrett Hollander — Florida State University; Katie 
Hryniewicz — Nichols College, Western New England University; Courtney 
Kraas — Westfield State University; Sierra Kruser — Clark University, UMass 
Amherst, University of New Hampshire; Erin Lavoie — Holyoke Community 
College, Western New England University, Westfield State University; Hailey 
Lyne — University of New Haven; Sydney Mazza — American International 
College, Elms College, Framingham State University, Keene State College, 
Merrimack College, Westfield State University, Worcester State University; 
Laniya Moure — American International College, Mount Ida College, Dean 
College, University of Hartford; Shaun Noonan — Curry College, UMass 
Dartmouth, UMass Lowell, Worcester State University; Michaela Normand 
— Salem State University; Paul Oberheim — UMass Amherst; Tim Paltz 
— Castleton University, Western New England University; Foram Patel — 
University of Hartford, Western New England University; Maria Riberdy — 
Assumption College, Clark University, Lesley University; Heather Robertson 
— University of Hartford; Gabrielle Valente — American International Col- 
lege, Lesley University, University of Maine; Alice Verbetsky — Elms College; 
Abagale Viens — Franklin Pierce University, Holyoke Community College, 
Westfield State University; Michael Werbiskis IV — Florida Institute of Tech- 
nology; Allie Wysocki — Curry College, Fitchburg State University, SUNY at 
Albany, Westfield State University, Worcester State University. 


Special interest programs 

The International Union of Operating Engineers Local 98 will be accepting 
applications for its Apprenticeship Program for Feb. 27-March 3 or March 
6-10. The program will run Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. More infor- 
mation is available in the Counseling Center. 

The American Student Assistance College Planning Centers offer free 
assistance with completing financial aid applications, both in-person, at cen- 
ters, and over the phone (877-332-4348). Additionally, the Boston College 
Planning Center is holding FAFSA workshops every Saturday from 10 to 11 
a.m. and Federal Student Aid ID workshops every Tuesday from 6 to 7 p.m. 
More information is available from Kristi Pierce at 617-728-4608. 

New England Institute of Technology will be hosting a series of Career 
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Education Days to help students learn more about their potential careers. En- 
gineering and Communications Day: March 3; Health Day: April 7. To register 
for any of these events, visit NEIT.edu/CareerEducation. 

Springfield Technical Community College and Holyoke Community College 
are again offering the chance for current juniors and seniors to take up to 
one free course in each semester through the College Now program. This is 
a great way to earn college credits while in high school while trying courses 
that may be helpful in exploring a potential career interest. See your coun- 
selor for details. 

Bryant University, in partnership with PricewaterhouseCoopers, one of 
the nation’s top accounting firms, will host the PricewaterhouseCoopers Ac- 
counting Careers Leadership Institute from June 25-30. This is an exciting 
and educational week-long opportunity for Latino/a and African American or 
black high school rising seniors to learn more about the accounting profes- 
sion and the key role accountants play in society. Except for transportation 
to and from the program, there is no fee to participate. Please see your 
counselor for more information. 

springfield College will host a Social Justice Summer Academy from 
June 26 to 29. Students will work in small learning communities exploring 
the concept of social justice through self-reflection, team building activities, 
organizing, self-expression, and critical thinking through a variety of discus- 
sions and projects. The cost of the program is $50 and more information is 
available at springfield.edu/summerprograms. 


Scholarship information 

students should see their counselor or visit the websites for more infor- 
mation or an application: Ann and Tony Odierna Community Service Award; 
Henry David Thoreau Foundation; GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship Pro- 
gram; Walter S. Barr Scholarship; Pioneer Valley Chapter / Co-operative 
Credit Union Association; Journalism Foundation of New England Rebekah 
Assembly of Massachusetts; Pioneer Valley Chapter of the Massachusetts 
Credit Unions; Springfield Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority; 
Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts; Edward P. Boland Schol- 
arship; Valley Press Club; Agawam High School PTSO; Agawam Golden Age 
Club; Arthur J. Leary Scholarship; Ray and Reita McCarroll Memorial Schol- 
arship; Andrew Gallano Scholarship for the Arts; Charles H. Heyl Vocational/ 
Technical Scholarship/Grant; GFWC Agawam Junior Women’s Club Schol- 
arship; Mouneimneh Future Teacher Scholarship; Agawam Lions Club; Ste- 
phen Phillios Memorial Scholarship Fund; Jewish Endowment Fund; William 
J. Miller Scholarship; New England Association for College Admission Coun- 
seling Essay Contest; Holyoke Credit Union Scholarship; American College 
Foundation Visionary Scholarship; William B. Menard Memorial Scholarship; 
B. Davis Scholarship; Kiwanis Club of West Springfield/Agawam; Aspiring 
Fashion Professional Scholarship; Aspiring Animation Professional Scholar- 
ship; Abbott & Fenner Business Consultants; Women’s Golf Association of 
Massachusetts; Aspiring Nurse Scholarship; Aspiring Business Professional 
scholarship; Michael Yasick ADHD Scholarship by Shireis 

Meritaid.com: On this free website, students can complete a profile and 
then access the college merit scholarships that match their profile. This or- 
ganization does not sell its email lists to third parties. The site includes a 
comprehensive directory of merit scholarships and academic scholarships 
across the country. 
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Entries due next week in 
Jr. Duck Stamp contest 


Youth are encouraged to enter the annual Massachusetts 
Junior Duck Stamp contest. 

Students in grades K-12 learn about the habitat require- 
ments of various kinds of ducks and geese and then express 
their knowledge of the beauty, diversity, and interdepen- 
dence of these species artistically, by creating a drawing or 
painting which can be submitted to the contest. 

The art is judged in four age group categories in a statewide 
competition; the entry judged Best of Show moves on to repre- 
sent Massachusetts in the national JDS competition. Visit mass. 
gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/education-events/jds/connecting- 
children-to-nature-through-science-and-art.html for entry in- 
formation. The entry deadline is Wednesday, Feb. 15. 

For more information contact Pam Landry at 508-389- 
6310, or pam.landry@state.ma.us. 
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BOYS BASKETBALL 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


CHICOPEE - Anytime you can 
get a league win, it is a good night. 

That’s how it felt for the Aga- 
wam High School boys basketball 
team as they showed some char- 
acter in squeezing out a 50-44 
victory over Chicopee Compre- 
hensive last Wednesday night in 
Chicopee. 

Both teams are vying for play- 
off spots and need to get wins in 
the league in order to accomplish 
that. 

Agawam had been strug- 
gling against other teams in 
the eight-team league prior 
to their game against Comp. 
Defense had been on display 
throughout the game, and Comp 
was clinging to a 40-37 lead head- 
ing into the fourth quarter when 
Agawam was finally able to make 
its move. 

Meesha Ohradka got the 
Brownies started just into the 
fourth quarter with a layup. After 
a bad pass resulted in a turnover, 
the Brownies had the chance to 
get the lead, but it did not work 
out and Comps Adrian Bonilla hit 
a layup to make it a three-point 
lead. 
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Agawam keeps playoff hopes 
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Zach Moccio drives to the hoop for Agawam. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Icers outlast Chicopee, hand Pacers first loss 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - ‘The Agawam 
High School hockey team has 
been struggling all season long. 
But the Brownies became the 
first team this season to defeat 
Chicopee High School when they 
outlasted the Pacers 5-4 last Sat- 
urday night at Olympia Ice Cen- 
ter. 

It was a dog fight to the bitter 
end as the teams continuously 
traded goals with one another for 
almost the entire game. 

Every time a team took a lead, 
the other team came back. 

One advantage the Pacers 
had throughout the game was on 
overall offense. The Pacers dou- 
bled up on the Brownies in shots- 
on-goal, but Agawam made their 
few shots count, especially when 
they took a lead in the first peri- 
od. 

The scoring started with 6:48 
remaining in the first. Ryan Lau- 
dato took a pass from Steve Gras- 
so and sent it home to make it 1-0. 
The Brownies then made it 2-0 
only seven seconds later when 
Grasso took the faceoff and went 
to the goal and shot on target. 

Trailing 2-0, the Pacers did not 
let the score stand for very long. 

Just 16 seconds later, John 
Baker added to his impressive 
offensive numbers this season 
when he got a wrister on the left 
side of the goal and made it 2-1. 
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Dylan Sliech takes a shot on goal. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCl- 
BELLI 





E Jacebook.com/turleysports 








by defeating Comp 


John Wright tries to keep the ball away from the Comp defense. 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


Brownies’ offense struggles 
in loss against Minnechaug 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - ‘The Agawam 
High School girls basketball team 
could not keep up with Min- 
nechaug Regional last Thursday 
night as the Falcons pulled away 
in the second quarter and got the 
win 64-38. 

The Falcons will likely not 
need to win their league in order 
to qualify for the tournament as 
they have in previous years, but 
appear to be headed in that direc- 
tion as they improved to 9-7 over- 
all with a 5-0 Valley Wheel mark. 

One more win should clinch 
the league for the Falcons as they 
own tiebreakers over their oppo- 
nents in second place. 

Meanwhile Agawam is cling- 
ing to their playoff hopes. Aga- 
wam is now 5-10 this season 
and one more defeat means they 
will finish the season below .500. 
Meanwhile, Agawam does cling 
to a 2-2 mark, tying them for sec- 
ond place with East Longmead- 
ow. A second place finish in the 
league would net Agawam a play- 
off spot in Division 1. 

Agawam, which normally 
plays very good defense, simply 
could not keep up against Min- 
nechaug as the game went on. 

The teams were very close in 
the first quarter, and a basket 
near the end of the frame guaran- 
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Bianca Culhane reaches up for a re- 
bound. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


teed the Brownies would escape 
with a lead. 

But the Falcons re-took the 
lead quickly, and rode a 26-12 run 
to a 40-27 halftime lead. 

From there, it was not much of 
a contest. 

Minnechaug overwhelmed 
Agawam on defense, preventing 
the Brownies from making good 
shots on the hoop. 
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An Ohradka hook shot made it 42-41, 
and the Brownies finally broke through af- 
ter another turnover when Jose Lopez got 
a layup to make it 43-42 Agawam. 

Agawam did not relinquish that lead 
and took advantage of a cold streak by 
Comp as they worked to build their lead. 

It was a quiet few minutes as the teams 
went back and forth on the court and there 
was no scoring until there was 2:13 left. 
Ohradka hit a layup and was fouled, setting 
up a three-point play to make it 46-42. The 
lead was getting a little more comfortable 
for Agawam. 

After trading possessions again for a bit, 
John Wright hit a short jumper to make it 
48-42 with 54 seconds left. 

At this point, Comp would go with in- 
tentional fouls on the Brownies. After 
Wright missed his first opportunity, he hit 
two straight free throws and make it 50-42 





Jon Leclair gets ready to attempt a layup. 
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Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 


with only 15 seconds left, essentially secur- 
ing the game for Agawam. 

Coach Dave Federico has been on his 
team all season, knowing they can perform 
better than they have in recent weeks. He 
said league wins are huge at this point in 
the year. 

“League wins are great, said Federico. 
“We play in a really tough league, but we 
need wins in order to make tournament.’ 

Agawam was led by Ohradka with 20 
points. Wright was next with 12. 

Comp got 16 points from Bonilla, with 
Andrew LeBel getting 13 points. Bonilla 
had four treys while LeBel had three. Un- 
fortunately, they had nothing in the fourth 
quarter from beyond the arc. 

Agawam and Comp are both clinging 
to playoff hopes. Agawam increased its re- 
cord to 6-8 while Comp is hanging in there 
at 6-9. The teams are fourth and fifth in the 
Suburban League standings, respectively. 


Jose Lopez holds the ball back while looking for 
an open teammate. 
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Jose Lopez and Meesha Ohradka try to take the ball from Comp’s Andrew LeBel. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
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Brownies second half 
Start keys another win 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The momentum has been 
in the favor of the Agawam High School 
boys basketball team over the past few 
games. 

But South Hadley held the advantage of 
already beating the Brownies once on Aga- 
wams own court. 

This time, the Brownies were ready, 
and broke a 28-all tie at halftime and lead 
throughout the first half to take home their 
second consecutive league victory 58-52 
last Friday night at South Hadley High 
School. 

The Tigers, which are trying to get back 
to the Western Massachusetts Division 2 
Tournament for the first time in two years, 
have been scuffling a bit of late against 
some of the tougher teams in the Suburban 
League. 

South Hadley had lost two straight, but 
were hoping to rebound with a home win 
against Agawam. 

But the Brownies started out the sec- 
ond half with Meesha Ohradka dumping 
a quick three-pointer just seconds after 
the first inbound pass of the second half. 
The score really delivered momentum to 
Agawams side. 

Matt Grochowolski scored for the Ti- 
gers, but it was only for two points, and 
Agawam maintained its lead. 

The teams then traded a few baskets, in- 
cluding a trey by Calvin Bridges for South 
Hadley. Nate Poirer would sink a short 
jumper to give South Hadley the lead back 
37-36, but it was short lived when Jose Lo- 
pez hit a layup and Ohradka followed up 


with another trey to make it 41-37. 

South Hadley would miss a shot and 
Ohradka scored again, making 43-37. 

The momentum continued to 
stay on the side of Agawam through- 
out the remainder of the game. 
South Hadley tried to keep pace, but pres- 
sure from Agawams defense resulted in a 
lot of rushed shots, especially as the game 
progressed into the fourth quarter, and 
time continued to tick off the clock. 

In the closing minutes, Agawam would 
do a good job using their entire 30-second 
possession before attempting shots. 

Poirer tried to keep South Hadley in the 
game early in the fourth quarter, and hit a 
trey to keep the Tigers within seven points. 
Bridges hit a long jumper just inside the 
arc to make it a five-point gap, but that was 
as close as they would get with about four 
minutes remaining. 

No one would score for more than three 
minutes. Agawam continued to turn away 
South Hadley, and the Brownies ate time 
off the clock. 

The Tigers would then resort to inten- 
tional fouls. The strategy did not pay off as 
Ohradka nailed a pair with 24 seconds re- 
maining to ice the game. 

Poirer had a good game for South Had- 
ley with 19 points. Bridges had 17 points 
and Grochowolski scored seven. 

Agawam was led by Ohradka with 21 
points. Jon Leclair contributed 13 points 
and Zach Moccio had 10 points. 

The Tigers dropped to 7-8 this season, 
but are still in position to qualify for tour- 
nament with five games remaining. Aga- 
wam is also 7-8 this season and are looking 
for three wins to qualify. 


Last week’s scores 


Tuesday, Jan. 31 
All games ppd. (snow) 
Wednesday, Feb. 1 
Boys Basketball 
Agawam 50, Chicopee Comprehensive 44 
Girls Basketball 
Agawam 57, Westfield 30 


Ice Hockey 

Auburn 3, Agawam 1 

Thursday, Feb. 2 

Girls Basketball 

Minnechaug 64, Agawam 38 
Boys Swimming 

Monson 97, Agawam 88 
Girls Swimming 

Agawam 89, Monson 77 


Friday, Feb. 3 
Boys Basketball 
Agawam 58, South Hadley 52 
Boys Indoor Track 
Agawam 46, Chicopee 39 
Agawam 48, East Longmeadow 37 
Girls Indoor Track 
East Longmeadow 73.5, Agawam 20.5 
Agawam 48, Chicopee 38 
Wrestling 
Agawam 42, Longmeadow 18 
Saturday, Feb. 4 
Ice Hockey 
Agawam 5, Chicopee 4 
Monday, Feb. 6 
Girls Basketball 
East Longmeadow 49, Agawam 35 





The week ahead 


Thursday, Feb. 9 
Girls Basketball 
Ludlow at Agawam 7 p.m. 
Ice Hockey 
Longmeadow at Agawam 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 10 
Boys Basketball 
Belchertown at Agawam 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 11 
Ice Hockey 
Agawam at Marblehead 2:30 p.m. 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 





Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Wrestling 
Western Massachusetts Division | Championship 
9 a.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 12 
No games scheduled 
Monday, Feb. 13 
No games scheduled 
Tuesday, Feb. 14 
Boys Basketball 
Agawam at Minnechaug 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 15 
No games scheduled 
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Agawams defense was better in the sec- 
ond half, but not enough to keep the Fal- 
cons from increasing their lead over the 
course of the second half. 

It was the second straight time Min- 
nechaug had defeated Agawam earlier this 
season, as the Falcons also beat Agawam at 
home in January. Agawam had held the ad- 
vantage on the Falcons in the previous two 
seasons. 

Serena Fiore had an excellent game for 
the Falcons. She finished with 19 points, 
including four three-pointers. Gabriella Of- 
carcik was next with 11 points. She had five 
scored from the free throw line. Annabella 
DeMattia contributed seven points in the 
win. 

Agawam's Maddy Lockwood continued 
her good season with 16 points. She has 
been consistent throughout the season. 
She had a pair of treys and made six free 
throws. Bianca Culhane had another good 
outing. She had 15 points, five coming from 
free throws. Caitlyn Normoyle also made 
three free throws. Agawam totaled 16 for 
the game, an area they have struggled in 
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It would take another minute, but the 
Pacers tied the score 2-2 when Dom Gallant 
sent a hard slap shot toward the Agawam 
goal. The shot came from just inside Chi- 
copees offensive zone. The shot deflected 
off Mike Palermo and went into the low- 
er-right side of the Agawam goal to tie the 
game. Palermo was credited with the goal 
because of the deflection. 

Baker got his second goal of the game in 
the second period to give the Pacers a 3-2 
lead after shooting a rebound into the goal. 
The Brownies would tie it quickly when 
Ryan Laudato was set up on the left side of 
the goal and took a pass from Passerini and 
found the goal. 

Agawam got the lead back with a goal 
near the end of the second period. Passerini 


4 


would intercept a pass during a Chicopee 
power play and was tripped up by a defend- 
er before being able to take a shot on goal. 
But Grasso was there to shoot the loose 
puck in to make it 4-3. 

The goal was Agawamss first shorthand- 
ed goal of the season. 

Passerini and Ryan McDonough would 
both score in the third period to end the 
offensive affair. 

Connor McAnanama would pick up the 
win, making a season-high 46 saves on 50 
Chicopee shots. Miner suffered the loss. He 
made 19 saves on 24 Agawam shots. 

The Brownies improved to 4-9-1 while 
Chicopee suffered its first loss and are 12-1 
this season. 


this season. 


The Falcons look for that league clinch- 
er when they face Westfield on Feb. 10 at 7 


p.m. 





Samantha Stratton makes a pass to her left. 


Notices 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD14P1877PM 
In the matter of: 
Yvonne E Hajec 
Of: Agawam, MA 
Protected Person/ 
Disabled Person/ 
Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, you are hereby notified 
pursuant to Rule 72 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court, 
that the First account(s) of 
Mary Ann Couture of South 
Windsor, CT as Conser- 
vator of the property of said 
Respondent has or have been 
presented to the Court for 
allowance. 

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this court on 
or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 02/27/2017. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 


and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s). 

Additionally, within thir- 
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a writ- 
ten affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a copy 
shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court. 

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis- 
tered or certified mail, a writ- 
ten request to receive a copy 
of the account(s) at no cost 
to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. Anne M 
Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 





Maddy Lockwood fights for the ball. TURLEY PUBLI- 
CATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Cassidy Patterson winds up to make a 
strong pass. 


Date: January 30, 2017 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
2/9/17 


Legal Ad 
AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 
The Agawam Historical 
Commission will be holding 
a public hearing at 7:00 PM 
on Monday, February 27, 
2017 at the Captain Charles 
Leonard House, 663 Main 
Street, Agawam MA. The 
purpose of this hearing will 
be to review the Demolition 
Permit for 775 North West 
Street which comes under the 
Town of Agawam’s Demoli- 

tion Delay Ordinance. 
By Order of 
David Cecchi, Chairman 
AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 
2/9, 2/16/17 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD17P0205EA 
Estate of: 

Kris Thomas Smethurst 
Date of Death: 
September 2, 2015 
INFORMAL PROBATE 








Agawam goalie Connor McAnanama and the Agawam defense tries to ward off a Chicopee attack. 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Ryan Laudato attempts a shot on goal. 


PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Debra Smethurst of 
Feeding Hills MA, 

Debra Smethurst of 
Feeding Hills, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal pro- 
cedure by the Personal Rep- 
resentative under the Mass- 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

2/9/17 


Commonwealth of 


Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD12P1613EA 
Estate of: Walter J Swistak 
Date of Death: 07/24/2012 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Georgette Swistak 
of Feeding Hills, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Georgette Swistak 
of Feeding Hills, MA be 
appointed as Personal Rep- 
resentative(s) of said estate 
to serve on the bond in an 
unsupervised administra- 
tion. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 





Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 02/28/2017. 
This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a time- 
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. Anne 
M Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: January 31, 2017 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
2/9/17 
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Firewood iat with great results. Use the Buy | Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Books THURSDAY - SUNDAY HANDYMAN SERVICES 
Free Admission New England Classified Ad : : . | 10:00 - 5:00 aE tea 


1-1/2 YEAR SEASONED OAK/ Network by calling (413)283-8393, e a om bid ; ae 
HARDWOODS. Cut, split, Miscellaneous classifieds@turley.com. Do they i a 
delivered. 2, 3 & 4 cord loads. R.T. work? You are reading one of our paying igs COMNIS o! ames; 
Smart & Sons 1-413-267-3827 ST. JUDE THANK YOU for ads now!! Visit our website to see 
www.rtsmartwood.com. answering my prayers. PF where your ads run 


communitypapersne.com 


HONEST COURTEOUS Snow Plowing/ Sidewalk Clearing, 
SERVICE!!! Remodeling, 


barns and homes. One item or 64 MAIN ST. (RTE. 32), Roof Repairs, 
complete estate. Call (413)267- MONSON, MA Excavating 

3786 or (413)539-1472 Ask for Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Frank. WE PAY FAIR Reasonable rates 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER PRICES!!! I GG We Med www.rlhenterprises.net 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 





DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


or visit www.turley.com to place an ad P 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON / oN 
Village Hills 
Circulation: |m 













Suburban 

21 coe re 22 bore es 23 weer 24 Ries ris Re side nti a | 
Circulation: 
59,000 





[ STL Cr 


Hilltowns ^=? 
Circulation: 9,800 








29 30 31 T 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 32 
150 


Turley 6 


Publications, Inc. 


www.newspapers.turley.com 


$30.50 $31.00 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
37 Base Pigs 38 Jasinas San tee Baye toice or add $15 to run in BARRE GAZETTE 
| COUNTRY JOURNAL 
ALL THREE ZONES. CHICOPEE REGISTER 





: f l Pd THE JOURNAL REGISTER 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price a A THE LUDLOW REGISTER 
Address: Add a second ZONE  °10.00 QUABOAG CURRENT 
Town: State: Zip: 55 00 lowing ZONE(e THE SENTINEL 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal Sa, THE SOUTHWICK NEWS 

_ — . ie 
Credit Card: Q MasterCard J VISA Q Discover Cash -| Check# Suburban THE SUN 
x Number of Weeks ~ Sta) WILBRAHAM-HAMPOEN TIMES 
CC i SS TOTAL Enclosed (ies TOWN REMINDER 
Ze: al 
Amount of charge: Date: WARE RIVER NEWS 
turleynews 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE 24/7 AND REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! oriee 


Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace 
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A B Hauling and 


~— Removal Service 
A 





trit A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, sheds, 
demolished. Swimming pools 
removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. 


Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)267-3353, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





56 YEAR OLD retired RN looking 
to provide PCA services. 
Housekeeping too. (413)213- 
0607. 





ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. 
Cleanings, inspections, repairs, 
caps, liners, waterproofing, 
rebuilds. Gutterbrush Installations. 
Local family owned since 1986. 
HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500. 





ADAM QUENNEVILLE 

ROOFING. SIDING. WINDOWS - 
Shingle, Flat and Metal Roofs, 
Slate Roof Repairs, Roof and 
Siding Shampoo Service, Gutters, 
Gutter Covers, Lifetime Vinyl 
Siding, Windows, Skylights & Sun 
Tunnels. Call 413-536-5955 





BILODEAU AND SON Roofing. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs 
and repairs. Gutter cleanings and 
repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679. 





BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE, Rubbish removal, 
attics, cellars, garages cleaned. 
Light moving. Call someone you 
know. (413)537-5090 





CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20+ 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 





DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, drs 
buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Some furniture and 


other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 


(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
Demers & Sons 
Belchertown, MA 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE 
SERVICE. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, 
refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, 
air conditioners. Also dryer vent 
cleaning. (413)536-0034. 





Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 





Computer Services 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN'T BE 
frustrating or frightening. lIl come 
to you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, 
set-up, tutoring. Other electronics 
too. Call Monique (413)237-1035. 





Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 


dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 











Fully insured. Scott Winters 
HANDYMAN SERVICES. NO job electrician Lic. #13514-B Call 
too small. Call (413)213-0607 (413)244-7096. 
PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
years experience. References. Lic #E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- Discounts. Insured. 40 years 


355-6864. 





WATER DAMAGE, DRYWALL, 
ceiling repair, complete finishing 
job. Fully insured. Call Ray 
(413)348-9832. 








experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


MICHAEL R. ALEXANDER 
Electrician Licensed/ insured. Lic 
#54355E. Servicing all of your 
electrical needs. No job too small. 
Call (413)949-9339. 








PATRICK DEANGLEO 
ELECTRICIAN- 25 yrs 
experience, residential/ 


commercial. Fast, friendly, polite 
service. No job too small. Lic 
#E51322. Insured. (413)992-7941 





Home Improvement 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. References. 
Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE! 
Complete carpentry, drywall 
and painting services. 

For all your home 
improvement needs. 
Kitchens, baths, finished 
basements and more! 
Joe’s GC-License #CS093368. 
(413) 219-6951. 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


RJ BAK Painting & Home 
Improvement Interior/ Exterior 
painting, carpentry, Kitchens, 
bathrooms, basements, 
interior/exterior renovations. 
References available. Fully 
licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)533-9173. 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell CS Lic. 
#97110, HIC Lic #162905 











FINANCIAL SERVICES 


services Services Home Improvement $ Home Improvement Instruction 


COMPLETE HOME 
REMODELING, Design Build 
Additions, Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 
Siding, Doors, Windows, Painting, 
SnowPlowing. Licensed & Insured, 
Call Dave With All Your 
Remodeling Needs. 413-433-0013 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home 
improvement needs. ROOFING, 
SIDING, WINDOWS, DOORS, 
DECKS & GUTTERS. Extensive 
references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413- 
569-3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
REMODELING. Kitchens, baths. 
Ceramic tile, windows, painting, 
wallpapering, textured ceilings, 
siding, additions. Insurance work. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 413- 
246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
-CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 











FOR REPAIRS 
Complete Drywall Service. 
Finishing, Painting, Ceilings 


(Smooth or Textured). 40 years 
experience. Fully insured 





Garage Door Serv. 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS 
Authorized Raynor dealer 
specializing in sales, installation 
service and repairs of residential 
and light commercial overhead 
garage doors and openers. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550 or 
www.menardgaragedoors.com 





TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


RJ BAK Painting & Home 
Improvement Interior/ Exterior 
painting, carpentry, Kitchens, 
bathrooms, basements, 
interior/exterior renovations. 
References available. Fully 
licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)533-9173. 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an 
average size room for $200. 
Quality work! Lowest price around! 
References available. Call Dave 
4130-323-6858 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& Heating. Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


JENKS PLUMBING SERVICES 
Lic #M-16155 Fully Insured Piping 
and Fixture repair/ replacement 
Well pumps Drain clearing Call 
(413)575-7187 











2017 
TAX TIME 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 30 years tax experience ~ 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


Do You Owe Uncle Sam? 
Do you find that you owe Uncle Sam ‘year after year'? 
If you typically pay to state or federal every year, we can help. 
It's called TAX PLANNING. 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handie it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 *Ħ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Bruce J. Charwick 





Plumbing 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Plan and Prepare for your 
Spring Projects Now 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 





CLEAR SNOW & ICE DAMS 
FROM ROOFS. ALL TYPES OF 
ROOFING, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and 
repairs. Fully licensed and 
insured. MA CS #102453. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 25 
years experience. Commercial, 
residential. Insured. Shingles, 
single-ply systems. Tar/ gravel, 
slate repairs. 24 hour Emergency 
Repairs. (413)536-3279, 
(413)348-9568, (413)204-4841. 


Snow Removal 


DL & G: We can take care of all 
your snow removal needs from 
driveways to parking lots, we do it 
all. Ice management and roof 
snow removal services as well. 
Insured and certified. We also 
offer Senior citizen discounts. Call 
Dave today (413)478-4212 


Tree Work 








ATEKS TREE- HONEST, quality 


tree service. From pruning to 
house lot clearing. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. Firewood sales. 
(413)687-3220. 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01009 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


=) Tel: 413-289-0058 
IRS 413.324.2167 


PROVIDER 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 





David E. Whitney 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Reaching our online readers and homes in 
50 local communities every week. 


-— 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Help Wanted and other classifieds 


o House Hunting - For Sale and Rentals 


e View the Classifieds in this 
publication and online 24/7 


413.283.7084 


www.turley.com 
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DL & G TREE SERVICE- 
Everything from tree pruning, tree 
removal, stump grinding, storm 
damage, lot clearing and brush 
chipping. Honest and Dependable. 


Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free 


estimate (413)478-4212. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm tested, 
teeth cleaned 


Make a Fast Friend! 


Greyhound Options Inc. 
Call Mary at 413-566-3129 
or Claire at 413-967-9088 
or go to 
www.greyhoundoptions.org 





HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE, JUMP, SHOW! 
Tiny Trotters Program. IEA Teams 
Licensed instructors. Excellent 
school horses- ponies. Boarding, 
Training, Leases. Gift Certificates 
available (860)668-1656, 
(860)874-8077 
www.endofhunt.com 


Help Wanted 





*CNA’s, HHA’S, PCA’s,* 
WE’VE MOVED 
WE ARE GROWING 
Positions available at 
Professional Medical 


Services, Inc. 
Highest competitive rates & 
mileage paid. EOE. 
Call Denise. (413)289-9018 


HANDYMAN WANTED FOR 
small apt. building in Holyoke. 
(860)521-0197 anytime. 


PALMER OFFICE 


PART-TIME PAGINATOR/ 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER 


Turley Publications, Inc. is seeking a part-time paginator/ 
graphic designer for a busy graphics department. The 
successful candidate will be part of a team of designers that 
produce 14 weekly newspapers and numerous supplements. 

The right candidate would be experienced with INDD 
Creative Suite on Mac and be familiar with newspaper 
workflow and deadline driven media. 


Please send your resume to: 
Beth Baker 
Turley Publications, Inc. 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Or email directly to bbaker@turley.com 


Turl 


ey 


Publications, Inc 


www.turley.com 








FOSTER CARE: 

You can help change 
someone’s life. 
Provide a safe home for 
children and teens who have 
been abused or neglected. 
Now offering a $1,000 Sign-On 
Bonus 
Call Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care 
413-734-2493. 





LIGHT JANITORIAL WORK 
cleaning small kitchen, 2 private 
bathrooms plus one general 
serviceman’s bathroom. Optional 
work- weekly, biweekly, monthly. 
Terms negotiable. Alpha Oil 
(413)596-4583. 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


NOW HIRING! 
Rolloff Drivers 
in South Hadley, MA! 
$3,000 Sign-On Bonus! 
Requirements: 
21 Years or older 
Class A or B CDL with Air Brake 
Endorsement 
1+ Years Experience 
Turn A Job into a Career with The 
Industry Leader! 
Excellent Pay, Big Company 
Benefits, and Professional Paid 
Training! 

Call, text or apply online for 
immediate consideration! 
1-877-220-5627 
Text "WASTE" to 51893 to Learn 
More 
jobs.wm.com 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran 


Drivers 








INDEPENDENT DRIVERS 
WANTED. Van or Mini Vans 
ONLY. Immediate openings, 


Weekly settlement. Getting busy. 
Please call Trans Courier 413- 
543-2019 


Post your 
job openings in 
our classifieds. 
We get results! 
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141 CHERRY DRIVE at the 
Gardens of Wilbraham, 2 BR, 2 
full bathrooms, 3 season room, 
open floor plan, upgraded kitchen 
and hardwood flooring. Senior 


living at its best. $289,700. 
Sunday, February 12th, 11-2pm. 
Call Lynda Fegan at the 
residential realty boutique 
(877)534-5067 
lynda@lyndafegan.com. 





Real Estate 
I 2l. 





-i 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 


www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 


Ware: 
413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 

West Brookfield: 
508-867-7064 





WARE: Well maintained 12 rm 
property, 4 bdrm, 1 full bath + two 
1/2 baths. Once used as medical 
office $159,900. 


Our inventory is LOW! 


LOOKING FOR 
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES 


If you want your home 
sold this year, call us 
for a free Market Analysis!!! 


Dorrinda 

O’Keefe-Shea 978-434-1990 
Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 
Mary Hicks 508-612-4794 


508-867-2727 
508-523-0114 
508-331-9031 


Alan Varnum 
Bruce Martin 
Joe Chenevert 
Michael 
McQueston 508-362-0533 
Kathleen Howell 413-237-9944 


Real Estate Wanted 


A BEST CASH offer for any type 
of property, circumstance, condi- 
tion or location. Ugly houses are 
OK. Fast closing. (413)244-2807 


INDIAN ORCHARD SPACIOUS 
two bedroom, 12’x74’, large 
private lot, eat-in kitchen, 
appliances, enclosed porch, shed, 
paved driveway $39,900. 413-593- 
9961 DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM 


AGAWAM HOUSE FOR rent, 5 
RM, 2 BR. No utilities. No pets. No 
smoking. Background check $900. 
(413)786-0758. 








EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 





FOR RENT 


A 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275, 








Commercial Rentals 


GRANBY ROUTE 202, Business 
zoned 600 sq. ft garage/ storage, 
overhead & walkthrough doors, 
$410. (413)427-4638. 


HEATED GARAGE SPACE size 
to suit, small out building, couple 
rooms in warehouse available. 
Industrial zoned. Breckenridge St., 
Palmer (413)231-3131 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 





Find it 
in our 
Classified 
section!!! 





This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 


Sb 


rth 


®@ 
~C) announcements 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393 x216. 


Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. 
Visit www.turley.com for more information. 


encas 


ement 


announcements 


Wwww.newspapers.turley.com 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 
Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


Page 16 I 


Abstract pencil art demo at 
artists’ meeting next week 


The Tobacco Valley Artists Associa- 
tion will hold its monthly meeting and art 
demonstration on Wednesday, Feb. 15, at 
6:30 p.m. on the lower level of the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St. Featured artist 
Alexandra Walters will demonstrate the 
use of colored pencil in abstract art. 

Walters maintains the Serendipity Art 
Studio at the Indian Orchard Mills in In- 
dian Orchard. She received her bachelor 
of arts degree in art, concentration in fine 
art, from Westfield State College, graduat- 
ing with honors. She is an active partici- 
pant in both local and national art shows, 
where she has received awards for her 
colored pencil and pastel artwork. Wal- 
ters is a member of the Connecticut River 
Valley Artists, the Experimental Group of 
the Rockport Art Association, and the Art- 
ists at Indian Orchard Mills. Though most 


of her ongoing learning has been self-di- 
rected, she has also studied with many 
award-winning artists, and loves creative 
exploration as both a teacher and student. 
She offers group classes and private lessons 
at her studio, and is a popular demo artist. 

Walters’ art is greatly inspired by expe- 
riences in nature. While she is known for 
her work in colored pencil, she also enjoys 
using soft pastel, oil pastel, acrylic paint 
and oil paint, at times mixing several me- 
dia within a single piece. Her style ranges 
from finely detailed realism to non-repre- 
sentational. 

The Tobacco Valley Artists Associa- 
tion meets on the third Wednesday of the 
month and meetings are open to all lovers 
of art. For more information, contact Sam 
Dupuis at 860-745-3608 or samdupuis45@ 
outlook.com. 


Heartsaver CPR course set for March 25 


Saint Camillus Guild will host a CPR 
and AED training course for adults and ad- 
olescents from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, 
March 25, in the Sacred Heart Parish Cen- 
ter, 1061 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 

This class is being taught by Kim and 
Gail's CPR Plus. They are approved by the 
American Heart Association. The cost is 
$25 per person. 

This is a Heartsaver CPR and AED 
course designed for non-clinical person- 
nel such as coaches, electricians, daycare 


providers, construction workers, factory 
workers, retail employees, office workers, 
fitness trainers, tattoo artists, teachers, 
babysitters, parents and grandparents. 
Participants will be instructed in adult, 
child and infant CPR, and the use of auto- 
mated external defibrillators, in a relaxed 
atmosphere. 

For any further questions or to sign up 
early, call Deb Briancesco, RN, pastoral 
minister, at 413-786-8200, ext 3. 


Out & About 
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Tag, bake sale Feb. 
18 at Sacred Heart 
Parish Center 


The St. Marthas Guild will hold 
its annual tag and bake sale Satur- 
day, Feb. 18. The event will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Sacred 
Heart Church Parish Center, 1061 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills. In addi- 
tion to a homemade baked goods ta- 
ble, breakfast and lunch will be avail- 
able, including donuts, hot drinks, 
hotdogs, homemade baked beans, 
soup and ice cream sundaes. 


Lioness to host 
Mohegan Sun trip 


The Agawam Lioness Club will host a 
trip to Mohegan Sun Casino on Sunday, 
March 12. The cost of the trip is $33, which 
includes a $30 credit at the casino. The 
bus leaves from the Agawam High School 
parking lot at noon. Early reservations are 
encouraged, as seats are limited. Proceeds 
from this trip will be used for scholarships 
and the various charities the Agawam Li- 
oness Club supports. For reservations, call 
Rose at 413-786-5134 or email rosek3@ 
comcast.net. 


Support groups open to area families 


The National Alliance on Mental Ill- 
ness of Western Massachusetts offers 
support groups at no cost for family 
members or friends of people who are 


struggling with mental illness. Among 
those is a support group in Agawam held 
the last Monday of the month from 6 to 
8 p.m. It is held at the NAMI Western 
Massachusetts office at 324A Springfield 
St., Agawam. For more information, call 


Jean at 413-374-9185 or 413-786-9139. 

A support group for parents of a child 
with mental illness takes place the third 
Tuesday of the month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
at Baystate Medical Center, 3300 Main 
St., Springfield. For more information, 
call Cynthia at 413-218-5055 or email 
csantiago@wmtcinfo.org. 

Registration is not required to attend. 





Valentine’s luncheon this Saturday at Grange 


Community Grange 382 of Feeding Hills 
will hold a Valentines Day Luncheon from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 11. The 
Grange hall is at 47 N. West St., Feeding 
Hills. 

The menu will include homemade 
soups, sandwiches, dessert and choice of 
beverage. The donation is $6.50 for adults 


and $3.25 for children under 12. The meals 
will be free for anyone celebrating a Valen- 
tines Day birthday. A bake sale will be held 
during the luncheon hours. 

To make a reservation, call 413-789- 
2061. Proceeds from the luncheon will ben- 
efit Grange activities. 





OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or- 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver- 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub- 
lications, 380 Union St., West Springfield, MA 01089. 
We usually print at least one week prior to an event. 
The listings should be brief with only time, date, location, 
activity explanation and contact information. 


Friday, Feb. 10 

THE AGAWAM LIONS CLUB will host “Gala Art Exhi- 
bition and Auction” to benefit the Perry Lane “Tot Lot” 
playground project. A preview hour will begin at 6 p.m., 
followed by a live auction at 7 p.m. by professional auc- 
tioneers from Marlin Arts Fine Auctions. Complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres will be served and a cash bar will be avail- 
able. Admission is $15 per person, or $25 per couple. 


Saturday, Feb. 11 
VALENTINE’S DAY LUNCHEON from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Community Grange 382 of Feeding Hills, 47 N. 
West St. The donation is $6.50 for adults and $3.25 
for children under 12. The meals will be free for anyone 
celebrating a Valentine’s Day birthday. To make a reser- 
vation, call 413-789-2061. 


‘A CHOCOLATE AFFAIR’ with cakes and pie, truffles, 
trifles in a cup and more for sale at Agawam Congre- 
gational Church, 745 Main St., Agawam, 1-3 p.m. Ad- 
mission cost of $5 includes coffee, tea or hot chocolate, 
three treat samples and a raffle ticket. 


THE WARRIORS OF RENEE THIBEAULT HERBERT will 
hold a Volunteer Recruitment Afternoon Tea Party from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Club One Sports Bar & Banquet 
Hall at Fitness First, 60 N. Westfield St., Feeding Hills. 
Volunteers will work to help victims of domestic violence, 
poverty, addiction and more. For more information, call 
508-864-0958 or email warriorsofrenee@gmail.com. 


THE ANNUAL MASS OF HEALING AND ANOINTING at 
9 a.m. at Sacred Heart Church, 1065 Springfield St. in 
Feeding Hills. Following the Mass there will be a recep- 
tion at the Parish Center. 


Sunday, Feb. 12 
THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB will meet at 7 
p.m. in the Church of the Good Shepherd, 214 Elm St., 
West Springfield. A special coin topic will be presented 
and discussed. Refreshments available. Guests wel- 
come. For more information, call Peter Setian at 413- 
596-9871. 


Tuesday, Feb. 14 
TEENS IN GRADES 7 THROUGH 12 are invited to the 
southwick Public Library, 95 Feeding Hills Road, at 2:30 
p.m. to see a Valentine's Day movie from one of the 
newest young adult novel adaptations. Refreshments 
will be served. For more information, call 413-569- 
1221, ext. 3. 


Alumni donate to memorial 
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The Agawam High School Class of 1966 held 
its 50th reunion Nov. 5 at Crestview Country 
Club. Committee members presented a check 
for $1,400 to Agawam High School Principal 
Steve Lemanski to be used to landscape the 
Ned Connelly Memorial at AHS. Connelly, a 
member of the Class of 1961, was a U.S. Ma- 
rine Corps pilot killed in action in Vietnam in 
1968. His brother, John Connelly, is a member 
of the Class of 1966. Pictured from left are 
Roseanne Falbo, Randy McLean, Lemanski, 
Ray Pond and Jackie Toussaint. The commit- 
tee also included Darlene Ryan and Theresa 
Ciarmatori. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 





Friday, Feb. 17 
THE FRIENDS OF THE AGAWAM PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OPEN JURIED PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW reception and 
awards ceremony will take place from 7 to 9 p.m. Twen- 
ty-two awards will be presented along with a discussion 
and critique by the judges. Free and open to the public. 


SPRINGFIELD RV, CAMPING AND OUTDOOR SHOW 
today through Monday in the Better Living Center, Young 
Building and Mallary Complex on the grounds of the 
Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. General 
admission, $11; children 12 and under free; seniors, 
DAV and military, $7; with online coupon, $9. Visit www. 
springfieldrvcampingshow.com for times. 


Saturday, Feb. 18 
THE ST. MARTHA'S GUILD will hold its annual tag and 
bake sale from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Sacred Heart 
Parish Center, 1065 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 


THE SOUTHWICK ROTARY CLUB will sponsor an 
ice-fishing derby to benefit the Save North Pond cam- 
paign from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Cove Banquet and 
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Lunch Menu 

Monday, Feb. 13: Ricotta stuffed shells in cream 
sauce with prosciutto and spinach, Caesar salad, 
fresh apples. 

Tuesday, Feb. 14: Minestrone soup, open-face 
turkey sandwich, cranberry sauce, gravy, green 
beans, Jell-O. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: Country pie (layered hamburg, 
rice, tomatoes and cheddar cheese), peas, baked 

ood. 

Thursday, Feb. 16: Chicken marsala, roasted pota- 
toes and carrots, peaches. 

Friday, Feb. 17: Sweet potato-crusted fish topped 
with Mediterranean sauce, rice pilaf, seasoned 
carrots, pudding. 


Calendar of Events 
Monday, Feb. 13: 8 a.m., weight training; 8:15 
a.m., yoga; 9:30 a.m. line dancing; 11:30 a.m., 
Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m. writing group, bingo; 2 p.m., 
monthly ballroom dance ($3); 5:30 p.m., Zumba 
Gold; 6 p.m., cancer survivor group. 


Agawam Senior Center 


Tavern, 90 Point Grove Road, Southwick. Entries are $20 
per person. There will also be a 50-50 raffle. For more 
information contact Bill Alaimo at 413-563-3767. 


Monday, Feb. 20 
ICE HARVESTING ON THE LAGOON with Dennis 
Picard, Storrown Village Museum director (weather per- 
mitting), from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Gate 9 Lagoon 
on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
opringfield. Donations accepted. 


Tuesday, Feb. 21 
THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL will meet at 7 
p.m. at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. The 
meeting is open to the public. New members welcome. 
There is no cost to join or serve. 


Thursday, Feb. 23 
FIRST COMPANY GOVERNOR’S FOOT ATHLETIC AS- 
SOC. DOG SHOW AND OBEDIENCE TRIALS from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. today and tomorrow in the Young Building on 
the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., West 
Springfield. Free admission. 


Friday, Feb. 24 
THE SPRINGFIELD SPORTSMEN’S SHOW today 
through Sunday in the Better Living Center and Stroh 
Building on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memorial 
Ave., West Springfield. General admission, $14; children 
6 to 12, $6; under 6, free. 


Saturday, Feb. 25 
A ROAST PORK DINNER at Southwick Congregational 
Church, 488 College Highway, begins at 6 p.m. (takeout 
at 5:30 p.m.). Tickets are $15 for adults, $7 for children. 
Reservations required; call the church office, 413-569- 
6362. No tickets will be sold at the door. 




















Tuesday, Feb. 14: 9 a.m., open knitting / sewing 
class, exercise; 10 a.m., chair exercise, comput- 
er tech club meets; noon, ladies only billiards; 
12:30 p.m., mah jongg, movie (“Breakfast at Tif- 
fany’s”); 1 p.m., Mexican Train Game; 4:30 p.m., 
yoga; 6 p.m., beginner line dance. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: 8 a.m., weight training; 8:15 
a.m., yoga; 8:30 a.m., meet the mayor (coffee 
shop); 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 12:30 p.m., 
bridge; 1 p.m., scrabble, ballroom lessons; 1:30 
p.m., Golden Agers Chapter 2 meeting; 2 p.m., 
CPA Jack Welch available (by appt.); 5:30 p.m., 
Zumba Gold; Tobacco Valley Artist meeting to- 
night. 

Thursday, Feb. 16: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., free tax prep from 
AARP; 9 a.m., exercise; 9:30 a.m., quilting; 10 
a.m., line dancing; 12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 p.m., 
pitch, open art; 2 p.m., Melody Band practice; 
6:30 p.m., pitch. 

Friday, Feb. 17: 8 a.m., yoga; 9:15 a.m., Let’s Paint: 
10 a.m., tai chi; noon, canasta; 1 p.m., pitch, 
cribbage. 





